
  Werribee Uniting Church 
We acknowledge the people of the Kulin alliance, the original custodians of the land which was never ceded and on which our 

buildings for worship stand and we gather. 
 

18 February 2024: Lent 1 
Musings from Rev. Mark Dunn 
Ask anyone who grew up Catholic what they’re doing for Lent and 

they’ll probably tell you what they’re “giving 
up”.  The notion of giving up some pleasure 
for the 40 days of Lent is very much in 
keeping with the penitential character of the 
season.   
The primary pillars of Lent for all Christians 

are prayer, fasting, and sacrificial giving.  These are intended to 
turn our hearts back to God, to purify us and prepare us for the 
celebration of Christ’s resurrection at Easter.  One of the things 
that the whole Church gives up for Lent is the acclamation 
“Alleluia”.   
I really like the Pope’s list - in fact I’m becoming a bit of a fan of 
this Pope: Do you want to fast for this Lent? 

 Fast from hurting words and say kind words. 
 Fast from sadness and be filled with gratitude. 
 Fast from anger and be filled with patience. 
 Fast from pessimism and be filled with hope. 
 Fast from worries and trust in God. 
 Fast from complaints and contemplate simplicity. 
 Fast from pressures and be prayerful. 
 Fast from bitterness and fill your heart with joy. 
 Fast from selfishness and be considerate to others. 
 Fast from grudges and be reconciled. 
 Fast from words and be silent so you can listen. 

Some years I’ve been too ambitious with my goals and then been 
deflated when I’ve not been able to keep that discipline.   

So, this year, I’m trying a different tack.  For Lent, 
I’m trying to give up a grudge that I’ve been quietly 
carrying around for a while.  I’ve also given up lifts 
and escalators, as an occasional reminder of my 
tendency to take the easy path.  Time will tell, but I 
think I might make it all the way to Easter this year.  
How about you? 

Grace & peace as you live out your Lenten choices, Mark 

An invita on from Belmont Uni ng Church 
We would like to extend to the congregation at Werribee our 
invitation to attend the induction of the Rev. Annetia Goldsmith 
today at 2pm at the church at 42 Thomson Street, Belmont. We 
have been holding your congregation in our prayers and hope the 
process of calling a new minister will begin smoothly soon. 
 

If someone has a copy of TiS - the full Harmony Edition - to lend 
or sell to our music team – please talk with Rev.Mark or contact 
Angela Murnane: amurnane2020@gmail.com 

TODAY AND NEXT WEEK 
 Worship services 
18 February (Lent 1): Audrey Kateena 
25 Februry (Lent 2): Rev. Mark Dunn 

Bible readings 
Today: Genesis 9:8–17; Psalm 25:1–10; 1 Peter 
3:18–22; Mark 1:9–15 
Next week: Genesis 17:1–5, 15–16; Psalm 
22:23–31; Romans 4:13–25; Mark 6:31–38 

What’s on this week 
Monday: 9.30am Playgroup; 7pm Boys & Girls 
Brigade at Dreambuilders Church 
Monday: 7pm Church Council Meeting 
Tuesday: 11.30am Bible Discussion & Lunch 
Wednesday: 10am Property Committee;  
Thursday: 9.30am Gardening Group 
 

Rosters 18 February (& 25 Feb) 
Greetings: Margaret D (Elizabeth B) 
Audiovisual: Noel S (Christian R-K) 
Morning Tea: Margaret F & Asanka  
(Myra K & Christine M) 
Flowers: Elaine B (Mary D) 
Music: Tracey S (Asanka P) 
Prayers: Site T (Elizabeth B) 
Reader: Elaine B (TBA) 

Werribee UC on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/62198774
7878234/ 

Church office 
Open Monday to Friday 9.30am–12noon. 
Phone 97411084 Email 
office@crossroadsunitingchurch.org.au 

WUC Newsle er 
Send information for inclusion to the Editor at 
robert.renton@bigpond.com or Neil Tolliday 
on 0402 817 673. 

Bank Account & Boom Gate (0459#) 
BSB 083-909 A/c 516109795 

To book facili es at WUC: 
Email: (Elizabeth B) 
bookings@crossroadsunitingchurch.org.au  

Samoan service The Samoan language service 
is held every 3rd Sunday at 4pm in the church. 
All welcome. 
 



 

OSLO 25th February—book now 
We’re starting the year at the Phoenix Hotel 40 Wallace 
Avenue Point Cook—no seniors meals but reasonable 
prices. Book with Elaine or Lorna  before Thursday 22 
February, please. All are very welcome! 

Where are the memorials? 
Where are Australia’s memorials to the fallen First 
Nations people? 

Recently I sat in Electra Street Uniting Church, 
Williamstown and looked up at large ornate wooden 
memorial plaques dedicated to the soldiers of two 
world wars. 
My two brothers, Alan and Brian have their names and 
service recorded on an honour board in Meeniyan 
Uniting Church, South Gippsland.  
Many churches throughout Australia followed the civil 
religion’s remembrance of young men killed in fighting 
foreign wars, evidenced by granite columns and statues 
in public places, such as Station Place, Werribee. 
Henry Reynolds, writing in Why Weren’t We Told? 
(Penguin books 1999) records the documentary 
evidence gathered to verify the reality of frontier 
violence and Aboriginal resistance during the first 
century of invasion and occupation by settler 
Europeans.  His examination of school texts and 
histories of Australia written by academic historians 
shows that up to the 1960s, Aboriginal presence in this 
country was ignored.   
There was no peaceful settlement but violent 
encounters in every part of this country.   
The map of this country is sprinkled with European 
names carrying a sinister message: “Murdering Plains, 
Fighting Hills, Skeleton Creek, Convincing Ground.”  
The memory of wars fought between invading settlers 
and Aborigines has been expunged, replaced by a great 
silence.  
I note that to date  the Australian War Memorial in 
Canberra has refused to acknowledge the more than 
20,000 deaths of blacks and whites during the struggle 
for seizure of Country occupied by blacks for more 
than 60,000 years. 
Why weren’t we told; and why is there hateful 
resistance to telling the truth? 

I remember sitting in St Andrews 
Presbyterian Church, Queenscliff as 
a teenager, looking at the memorial 
tablet to the Rev. James Clow, 
(pictured) a pioneer Christian 
minister who seized 140 acres of 
land in 1839 from the custodians of 
Country that he called “Oakhill” 
near Point Lonsdale.  Clow then 

occupied 36 square miles of land he called “Tirhatuan”  
near Dandenong.  What happened to Clow’s 
dispossessed blacks, denied their food sources?  Where 
is their memorial? 
Australia’s occupation demands truthfulness. (NT) 

An important occasion 

Last Sunday’s celebration of the joining of our two 
former congregations to create this Werribee Uniting 
congregation was an important occasion that will have 
continuing and valuable ramifications for our joint life. 
The new church council  has a vital role to play in 
setting new directions in response to God’s call, and 
prayerful support from every member of the 
congregation is needed. 

Faithful Futures Project 

Our Synod is working to prepare the Church for the 
next 10–15 years. There are common challenges and 
opportunities for the Church across Victoria and 
Tasmania. Some of the challenges include the changing 
age profile and size of congregations, the availability of 
leadership, and the burden of property maintenance. 
Some of the opportunities include growing in ways of 
worship, witness and service that are already being 
experimented with, listening for where God’s Spirit is 
inviting us to reach out in faith, love and hope. 
Our vision is summed up as Following Christ, walking 
together as First and Second Peoples, seeking community, 
compassion and justice for all creation. 
A letter from the Moderator, David Fotheringham, 
providing more detail can be obtained from the office. 
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than 60,000 years. 
Why weren’t we told; and why is there hateful 
resistance to telling the truth? 

I remember sitting in St Andrews 
Presbyterian Church, Queenscliff as 
a teenager, looking at the memorial 
tablet to the Rev. James Clow, 
(pictured) a pioneer Christian 
minister who seized 140 acres of 
land in 1839 from the custodians of 
Country that he called “Oakhill” 
near Point Lonsdale.  Clow then 

occupied 36 square miles of land he called “Tirhatuan”  
near Dandenong.  What happened to Clow’s 
dispossessed blacks, denied their food sources?  Where 
is their memorial? 
Australia’s occupation demands truthfulness. (NT) 

An important occasion 

Last Sunday’s celebration of the joining of our two 
former congregations to create this Werribee Uniting 
congregation was an important occasion that will have 
continuing and valuable ramifications for our joint life. 
The new church council  has a vital role to play in 
setting new directions in response to God’s call, and 
prayerful support from every member of the 
congregation is needed. 

Faithful Futures Project 

Our Synod is working to prepare the Church for the 
next 10–15 years. There are common challenges and 
opportunities for the Church across Victoria and 
Tasmania. Some of the challenges include the changing 
age profile and size of congregations, the availability of 
leadership, and the burden of property maintenance. 
Some of the opportunities include growing in ways of 
worship, witness and service that are already being 
experimented with, listening for where God’s Spirit is 
inviting us to reach out in faith, love and hope. 
Our vision is summed up as Following Christ, walking 
together as First and Second Peoples, seeking community, 
compassion and justice for all creation. 
A letter from the Moderator, David Fotheringham, 
providing more detail can be obtained from the office. 



  Werribee Uniting Church 
We acknowledge the people of the Kulin alliance, the original custodians of the land which was never ceded and on which our 

buildings for worship stand and we gather. 
 

18 February 2024: Lent 1 
Musings from Rev. Mark Dunn 
Ask anyone who grew up Catholic what they’re doing for Lent and 

they’ll probably tell you what they’re “giving 
up”.  The notion of giving up some pleasure 
for the 40 days of Lent is very much in 
keeping with the penitential character of the 
season.   
The primary pillars of Lent for all Christians 

are prayer, fasting, and sacrificial giving.  These are intended to 
turn our hearts back to God, to purify us and prepare us for the 
celebration of Christ’s resurrection at Easter.  One of the things 
that the whole Church gives up for Lent is the acclamation 
“Alleluia”.   
I really like the Pope’s list - in fact I’m becoming a bit of a fan of 
this Pope: Do you want to fast for this Lent? 

 Fast from hurting words and say kind words. 
 Fast from sadness and be filled with gratitude. 
 Fast from anger and be filled with patience. 
 Fast from pessimism and be filled with hope. 
 Fast from worries and trust in God. 
 Fast from complaints and contemplate simplicity. 
 Fast from pressures and be prayerful. 
 Fast from bitterness and fill your heart with joy. 
 Fast from selfishness and be considerate to others. 
 Fast from grudges and be reconciled. 
 Fast from words and be silent so you can listen. 

Some years I’ve been too ambitious with my goals and then been 
deflated when I’ve not been able to keep that discipline.   

So, this year, I’m trying a different tack.  For Lent, 
I’m trying to give up a grudge that I’ve been quietly 
carrying around for a while.  I’ve also given up lifts 
and escalators, as an occasional reminder of my 
tendency to take the easy path.  Time will tell, but I 
think I might make it all the way to Easter this year.  
How about you? 

Grace & peace as you live out your Lenten choices, Mark 

An invita on from Belmont Uni ng Church 
We would like to extend to the congregation at Werribee our 
invitation to attend the induction of the Rev. Annetia Goldsmith 
today at 2pm at the church at 42 Thomson Street, Belmont. We 
have been holding your congregation in our prayers and hope the 
process of calling a new minister will begin smoothly soon. 
 

If someone has a copy of TiS - the full Harmony Edition - to lend 
or sell to our music team – please talk with Rev.Mark or contact 
Angela Murnane: amurnane2020@gmail.com 

TODAY AND NEXT WEEK 
 Worship services 
18 February (Lent 1): Audrey Kateena 
25 Februry (Lent 2): Rev. Mark Dunn 

Bible readings 
Today: Genesis 9:8–17; Psalm 25:1–10; 1 Peter 
3:18–22; Mark 1:9–15 
Next week: Genesis 17:1–5, 15–16; Psalm 
22:23–31; Romans 4:13–25; Mark 6:31–38 

What’s on this week 
Monday: 9.30am Playgroup; 7pm Boys & Girls 
Brigade at Dreambuilders Church 
Monday: 7pm Church Council Meeting 
Tuesday: 11.30am Bible Discussion & Lunch 
Wednesday: 10am Property Committee;  
Thursday: 9.30am Gardening Group 
 

Rosters 18 February (& 25 Feb) 
Greetings: Margaret D (Elizabeth B) 
Audiovisual: Noel S (Christian R-K) 
Morning Tea: Margaret F & Asanka  
(Myra K & Christine M) 
Flowers: Elaine B (Mary D) 
Music: Tracey S (Asanka P) 
Prayers: Site T (Elizabeth B) 
Reader: Elaine B (TBA) 

Werribee UC on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/62198774
7878234/ 

Church office 
Open Monday to Friday 9.30am–12noon. 
Phone 97411084 Email 
office@crossroadsunitingchurch.org.au 

WUC Newsle er 
Send information for inclusion to the Editor at 
robert.renton@bigpond.com or Neil Tolliday 
on 0402 817 673. 

Bank Account & Boom Gate (0459#) 
BSB 083-909 A/c 516109795 

To book facili es at WUC: 
Email: (Elizabeth B) 
bookings@crossroadsunitingchurch.org.au  

Samoan service The Samoan language service 
is held every 3rd Sunday at 4pm in the church. 
All welcome. 
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We’re starting the year at the Phoenix Hotel 40 Wallace 
Avenue Point Cook—no seniors meals but reasonable 
prices. Book with Elaine or Lorna  before Thursday 22 
February, please. All are very welcome! 

Where are the memorials? 
Where are Australia’s memorials to the fallen First 
Nations people? 

Recently I sat in Electra Street Uniting Church, 
Williamstown and looked up at large ornate wooden 
memorial plaques dedicated to the soldiers of two 
world wars. 
My two brothers, Alan and Brian have their names and 
service recorded on an honour board in Meeniyan 
Uniting Church, South Gippsland.  
Many churches throughout Australia followed the civil 
religion’s remembrance of young men killed in fighting 
foreign wars, evidenced by granite columns and statues 
in public places, such as Station Place, Werribee. 
Henry Reynolds, writing in Why Weren’t We Told? 
(Penguin books 1999) records the documentary 
evidence gathered to verify the reality of frontier 
violence and Aboriginal resistance during the first 
century of invasion and occupation by settler 
Europeans.  His examination of school texts and 
histories of Australia written by academic historians 
shows that up to the 1960s, Aboriginal presence in this 
country was ignored.   
There was no peaceful settlement but violent 
encounters in every part of this country.   
The map of this country is sprinkled with European 
names carrying a sinister message: “Murdering Plains, 
Fighting Hills, Skeleton Creek, Convincing Ground.”  
The memory of wars fought between invading settlers 
and Aborigines has been expunged, replaced by a great 
silence.  
I note that to date  the Australian War Memorial in 
Canberra has refused to acknowledge the more than 
20,000 deaths of blacks and whites during the struggle 
for seizure of Country occupied by blacks for more 
than 60,000 years. 
Why weren’t we told; and why is there hateful 
resistance to telling the truth? 

I remember sitting in St Andrews 
Presbyterian Church, Queenscliff as 
a teenager, looking at the memorial 
tablet to the Rev. James Clow, 
(pictured) a pioneer Christian 
minister who seized 140 acres of 
land in 1839 from the custodians of 
Country that he called “Oakhill” 
near Point Lonsdale.  Clow then 

occupied 36 square miles of land he called “Tirhatuan”  
near Dandenong.  What happened to Clow’s 
dispossessed blacks, denied their food sources?  Where 
is their memorial? 
Australia’s occupation demands truthfulness. (NT) 

An important occasion 

Last Sunday’s celebration of the joining of our two 
former congregations to create this Werribee Uniting 
congregation was an important occasion that will have 
continuing and valuable ramifications for our joint life. 
The new church council  has a vital role to play in 
setting new directions in response to God’s call, and 
prayerful support from every member of the 
congregation is needed. 

Faithful Futures Project 

Our Synod is working to prepare the Church for the 
next 10–15 years. There are common challenges and 
opportunities for the Church across Victoria and 
Tasmania. Some of the challenges include the changing 
age profile and size of congregations, the availability of 
leadership, and the burden of property maintenance. 
Some of the opportunities include growing in ways of 
worship, witness and service that are already being 
experimented with, listening for where God’s Spirit is 
inviting us to reach out in faith, love and hope. 
Our vision is summed up as Following Christ, walking 
together as First and Second Peoples, seeking community, 
compassion and justice for all creation. 
A letter from the Moderator, David Fotheringham, 
providing more detail can be obtained from the office. 
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WUC Newsle er 
Send information for inclusion to the Editor at 
robert.renton@bigpond.com or Neil Tolliday 
on 0402 817 673. 

Bank Account & Boom Gate (0459#) 
BSB 083-909 A/c 516109795 

To book facili es at WUC: 
Email: (Elizabeth B) 
bookings@crossroadsunitingchurch.org.au  

Samoan service The Samoan language service 
is held every 3rd Sunday at 4pm in the church. 
All welcome. 
 



 

OSLO 25th February—book now 
We’re starting the year at the Phoenix Hotel 40 Wallace 
Avenue Point Cook—no seniors meals but reasonable 
prices. Book with Elaine or Lorna  before Thursday 22 
February, please. All are very welcome! 

Where are the memorials? 
Where are Australia’s memorials to the fallen First 
Nations people? 

Recently I sat in Electra Street Uniting Church, 
Williamstown and looked up at large ornate wooden 
memorial plaques dedicated to the soldiers of two 
world wars. 
My two brothers, Alan and Brian have their names and 
service recorded on an honour board in Meeniyan 
Uniting Church, South Gippsland.  
Many churches throughout Australia followed the civil 
religion’s remembrance of young men killed in fighting 
foreign wars, evidenced by granite columns and statues 
in public places, such as Station Place, Werribee. 
Henry Reynolds, writing in Why Weren’t We Told? 
(Penguin books 1999) records the documentary 
evidence gathered to verify the reality of frontier 
violence and Aboriginal resistance during the first 
century of invasion and occupation by settler 
Europeans.  His examination of school texts and 
histories of Australia written by academic historians 
shows that up to the 1960s, Aboriginal presence in this 
country was ignored.   
There was no peaceful settlement but violent 
encounters in every part of this country.   
The map of this country is sprinkled with European 
names carrying a sinister message: “Murdering Plains, 
Fighting Hills, Skeleton Creek, Convincing Ground.”  
The memory of wars fought between invading settlers 
and Aborigines has been expunged, replaced by a great 
silence.  
I note that to date  the Australian War Memorial in 
Canberra has refused to acknowledge the more than 
20,000 deaths of blacks and whites during the struggle 
for seizure of Country occupied by blacks for more 
than 60,000 years. 
Why weren’t we told; and why is there hateful 
resistance to telling the truth? 

I remember sitting in St Andrews 
Presbyterian Church, Queenscliff as 
a teenager, looking at the memorial 
tablet to the Rev. James Clow, 
(pictured) a pioneer Christian 
minister who seized 140 acres of 
land in 1839 from the custodians of 
Country that he called “Oakhill” 
near Point Lonsdale.  Clow then 

occupied 36 square miles of land he called “Tirhatuan”  
near Dandenong.  What happened to Clow’s 
dispossessed blacks, denied their food sources?  Where 
is their memorial? 
Australia’s occupation demands truthfulness. (NT) 

An important occasion 

Last Sunday’s celebration of the joining of our two 
former congregations to create this Werribee Uniting 
congregation was an important occasion that will have 
continuing and valuable ramifications for our joint life. 
The new church council  has a vital role to play in 
setting new directions in response to God’s call, and 
prayerful support from every member of the 
congregation is needed. 

Faithful Futures Project 

Our Synod is working to prepare the Church for the 
next 10–15 years. There are common challenges and 
opportunities for the Church across Victoria and 
Tasmania. Some of the challenges include the changing 
age profile and size of congregations, the availability of 
leadership, and the burden of property maintenance. 
Some of the opportunities include growing in ways of 
worship, witness and service that are already being 
experimented with, listening for where God’s Spirit is 
inviting us to reach out in faith, love and hope. 
Our vision is summed up as Following Christ, walking 
together as First and Second Peoples, seeking community, 
compassion and justice for all creation. 
A letter from the Moderator, David Fotheringham, 
providing more detail can be obtained from the office. 



  Werribee Uniting Church 
We acknowledge the people of the Kulin alliance, the original custodians of the land which was never ceded and on which our 

buildings for worship stand and we gather. 
 

18 February 2024: Lent 1 
Musings from Rev. Mark Dunn 
Ask anyone who grew up Catholic what they’re doing for Lent and 

they’ll probably tell you what they’re “giving 
up”.  The notion of giving up some pleasure 
for the 40 days of Lent is very much in 
keeping with the penitential character of the 
season.   
The primary pillars of Lent for all Christians 

are prayer, fasting, and sacrificial giving.  These are intended to 
turn our hearts back to God, to purify us and prepare us for the 
celebration of Christ’s resurrection at Easter.  One of the things 
that the whole Church gives up for Lent is the acclamation 
“Alleluia”.   
I really like the Pope’s list - in fact I’m becoming a bit of a fan of 
this Pope: Do you want to fast for this Lent? 

 Fast from hurting words and say kind words. 
 Fast from sadness and be filled with gratitude. 
 Fast from anger and be filled with patience. 
 Fast from pessimism and be filled with hope. 
 Fast from worries and trust in God. 
 Fast from complaints and contemplate simplicity. 
 Fast from pressures and be prayerful. 
 Fast from bitterness and fill your heart with joy. 
 Fast from selfishness and be considerate to others. 
 Fast from grudges and be reconciled. 
 Fast from words and be silent so you can listen. 

Some years I’ve been too ambitious with my goals and then been 
deflated when I’ve not been able to keep that discipline.   

So, this year, I’m trying a different tack.  For Lent, 
I’m trying to give up a grudge that I’ve been quietly 
carrying around for a while.  I’ve also given up lifts 
and escalators, as an occasional reminder of my 
tendency to take the easy path.  Time will tell, but I 
think I might make it all the way to Easter this year.  
How about you? 

Grace & peace as you live out your Lenten choices, Mark 

An invita on from Belmont Uni ng Church 
We would like to extend to the congregation at Werribee our 
invitation to attend the induction of the Rev. Annetia Goldsmith 
today at 2pm at the church at 42 Thomson Street, Belmont. We 
have been holding your congregation in our prayers and hope the 
process of calling a new minister will begin smoothly soon. 
 

If someone has a copy of TiS - the full Harmony Edition - to lend 
or sell to our music team – please talk with Rev.Mark or contact 
Angela Murnane: amurnane2020@gmail.com 

TODAY AND NEXT WEEK 
 Worship services 
18 February (Lent 1): Audrey Kateena 
25 Februry (Lent 2): Rev. Mark Dunn 

Bible readings 
Today: Genesis 9:8–17; Psalm 25:1–10; 1 Peter 
3:18–22; Mark 1:9–15 
Next week: Genesis 17:1–5, 15–16; Psalm 
22:23–31; Romans 4:13–25; Mark 6:31–38 

What’s on this week 
Monday: 9.30am Playgroup; 7pm Boys & Girls 
Brigade at Dreambuilders Church 
Monday: 7pm Church Council Meeting 
Tuesday: 11.30am Bible Discussion & Lunch 
Wednesday: 10am Property Committee;  
Thursday: 9.30am Gardening Group 
 

Rosters 18 February (& 25 Feb) 
Greetings: Margaret D (Elizabeth B) 
Audiovisual: Noel S (Christian R-K) 
Morning Tea: Margaret F & Asanka  
(Myra K & Christine M) 
Flowers: Elaine B (Mary D) 
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Reader: Elaine B (TBA) 
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So, this year, I’m trying a different tack.  For Lent, 
I’m trying to give up a grudge that I’ve been quietly 
carrying around for a while.  I’ve also given up lifts 
and escalators, as an occasional reminder of my 
tendency to take the easy path.  Time will tell, but I 
think I might make it all the way to Easter this year.  
How about you? 

Grace & peace as you live out your Lenten choices, Mark 

An invita on from Belmont Uni ng Church 
We would like to extend to the congregation at Werribee our 
invitation to attend the induction of the Rev. Annetia Goldsmith 
today at 2pm at the church at 42 Thomson Street, Belmont. We 
have been holding your congregation in our prayers and hope the 
process of calling a new minister will begin smoothly soon. 
 

If someone has a copy of TiS - the full Harmony Edition - to lend 
or sell to our music team – please talk with Rev.Mark or contact 
Angela Murnane: amurnane2020@gmail.com 

TODAY AND NEXT WEEK 
 Worship services 
18 February (Lent 1): Audrey Kateena 
25 Februry (Lent 2): Rev. Mark Dunn 

Bible readings 
Today: Genesis 9:8–17; Psalm 25:1–10; 1 Peter 
3:18–22; Mark 1:9–15 
Next week: Genesis 17:1–5, 15–16; Psalm 
22:23–31; Romans 4:13–25; Mark 6:31–38 

What’s on this week 
Monday: 9.30am Playgroup; 7pm Boys & Girls 
Brigade at Dreambuilders Church 
Monday: 7pm Church Council Meeting 
Tuesday: 11.30am Bible Discussion & Lunch 
Wednesday: 10am Property Committee;  
Thursday: 9.30am Gardening Group 
 

Rosters 18 February (& 25 Feb) 
Greetings: Margaret D (Elizabeth B) 
Audiovisual: Noel S (Christian R-K) 
Morning Tea: Margaret F & Asanka  
(Myra K & Christine M) 
Flowers: Elaine B (Mary D) 
Music: Tracey S (Asanka P) 
Prayers: Site T (Elizabeth B) 
Reader: Elaine B (TBA) 

Werribee UC on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/62198774
7878234/ 

Church office 
Open Monday to Friday 9.30am–12noon. 
Phone 97411084 Email 
office@crossroadsunitingchurch.org.au 

WUC Newsle er 
Send information for inclusion to the Editor at 
robert.renton@bigpond.com or Neil Tolliday 
on 0402 817 673. 

Bank Account & Boom Gate (0459#) 
BSB 083-909 A/c 516109795 

To book facili es at WUC: 
Email: (Elizabeth B) 
bookings@crossroadsunitingchurch.org.au  

Samoan service The Samoan language service 
is held every 3rd Sunday at 4pm in the church. 
All welcome. 
 



 

OSLO 25th February—book now 
We’re starting the year at the Phoenix Hotel 40 Wallace 
Avenue Point Cook—no seniors meals but reasonable 
prices. Book with Elaine or Lorna  before Thursday 22 
February, please. All are very welcome! 

Where are the memorials? 
Where are Australia’s memorials to the fallen First 
Nations people? 

Recently I sat in Electra Street Uniting Church, 
Williamstown and looked up at large ornate wooden 
memorial plaques dedicated to the soldiers of two 
world wars. 
My two brothers, Alan and Brian have their names and 
service recorded on an honour board in Meeniyan 
Uniting Church, South Gippsland.  
Many churches throughout Australia followed the civil 
religion’s remembrance of young men killed in fighting 
foreign wars, evidenced by granite columns and statues 
in public places, such as Station Place, Werribee. 
Henry Reynolds, writing in Why Weren’t We Told? 
(Penguin books 1999) records the documentary 
evidence gathered to verify the reality of frontier 
violence and Aboriginal resistance during the first 
century of invasion and occupation by settler 
Europeans.  His examination of school texts and 
histories of Australia written by academic historians 
shows that up to the 1960s, Aboriginal presence in this 
country was ignored.   
There was no peaceful settlement but violent 
encounters in every part of this country.   
The map of this country is sprinkled with European 
names carrying a sinister message: “Murdering Plains, 
Fighting Hills, Skeleton Creek, Convincing Ground.”  
The memory of wars fought between invading settlers 
and Aborigines has been expunged, replaced by a great 
silence.  
I note that to date  the Australian War Memorial in 
Canberra has refused to acknowledge the more than 
20,000 deaths of blacks and whites during the struggle 
for seizure of Country occupied by blacks for more 
than 60,000 years. 
Why weren’t we told; and why is there hateful 
resistance to telling the truth? 

I remember sitting in St Andrews 
Presbyterian Church, Queenscliff as 
a teenager, looking at the memorial 
tablet to the Rev. James Clow, 
(pictured) a pioneer Christian 
minister who seized 140 acres of 
land in 1839 from the custodians of 
Country that he called “Oakhill” 
near Point Lonsdale.  Clow then 

occupied 36 square miles of land he called “Tirhatuan”  
near Dandenong.  What happened to Clow’s 
dispossessed blacks, denied their food sources?  Where 
is their memorial? 
Australia’s occupation demands truthfulness. (NT) 

An important occasion 

Last Sunday’s celebration of the joining of our two 
former congregations to create this Werribee Uniting 
congregation was an important occasion that will have 
continuing and valuable ramifications for our joint life. 
The new church council  has a vital role to play in 
setting new directions in response to God’s call, and 
prayerful support from every member of the 
congregation is needed. 

Faithful Futures Project 

Our Synod is working to prepare the Church for the 
next 10–15 years. There are common challenges and 
opportunities for the Church across Victoria and 
Tasmania. Some of the challenges include the changing 
age profile and size of congregations, the availability of 
leadership, and the burden of property maintenance. 
Some of the opportunities include growing in ways of 
worship, witness and service that are already being 
experimented with, listening for where God’s Spirit is 
inviting us to reach out in faith, love and hope. 
Our vision is summed up as Following Christ, walking 
together as First and Second Peoples, seeking community, 
compassion and justice for all creation. 
A letter from the Moderator, David Fotheringham, 
providing more detail can be obtained from the office. 



  Werribee Uniting Church 
We acknowledge the people of the Kulin alliance, the original custodians of the land which was never ceded and on which our 

buildings for worship stand and we gather. 
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Musings from Rev. Mark Dunn 
Ask anyone who grew up Catholic what they’re doing for Lent and 

they’ll probably tell you what they’re “giving 
up”.  The notion of giving up some pleasure 
for the 40 days of Lent is very much in 
keeping with the penitential character of the 
season.   
The primary pillars of Lent for all Christians 

are prayer, fasting, and sacrificial giving.  These are intended to 
turn our hearts back to God, to purify us and prepare us for the 
celebration of Christ’s resurrection at Easter.  One of the things 
that the whole Church gives up for Lent is the acclamation 
“Alleluia”.   
I really like the Pope’s list - in fact I’m becoming a bit of a fan of 
this Pope: Do you want to fast for this Lent? 

 Fast from hurting words and say kind words. 
 Fast from sadness and be filled with gratitude. 
 Fast from anger and be filled with patience. 
 Fast from pessimism and be filled with hope. 
 Fast from worries and trust in God. 
 Fast from complaints and contemplate simplicity. 
 Fast from pressures and be prayerful. 
 Fast from bitterness and fill your heart with joy. 
 Fast from selfishness and be considerate to others. 
 Fast from grudges and be reconciled. 
 Fast from words and be silent so you can listen. 

Some years I’ve been too ambitious with my goals and then been 
deflated when I’ve not been able to keep that discipline.   

So, this year, I’m trying a different tack.  For Lent, 
I’m trying to give up a grudge that I’ve been quietly 
carrying around for a while.  I’ve also given up lifts 
and escalators, as an occasional reminder of my 
tendency to take the easy path.  Time will tell, but I 
think I might make it all the way to Easter this year.  
How about you? 

Grace & peace as you live out your Lenten choices, Mark 

An invita on from Belmont Uni ng Church 
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today at 2pm at the church at 42 Thomson Street, Belmont. We 
have been holding your congregation in our prayers and hope the 
process of calling a new minister will begin smoothly soon. 
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next 10–15 years. There are common challenges and 
opportunities for the Church across Victoria and 
Tasmania. Some of the challenges include the changing 
age profile and size of congregations, the availability of 
leadership, and the burden of property maintenance. 
Some of the opportunities include growing in ways of 
worship, witness and service that are already being 
experimented with, listening for where God’s Spirit is 
inviting us to reach out in faith, love and hope. 
Our vision is summed up as Following Christ, walking 
together as First and Second Peoples, seeking community, 
compassion and justice for all creation. 
A letter from the Moderator, David Fotheringham, 
providing more detail can be obtained from the office. 



  Werribee Uniting Church 
We acknowledge the people of the Kulin alliance, the original custodians of the land which was never ceded and on which our 

buildings for worship stand and we gather. 
 

18 February 2024: Lent 1 
Musings from Rev. Mark Dunn 
Ask anyone who grew up Catholic what they’re doing for Lent and 

they’ll probably tell you what they’re “giving 
up”.  The notion of giving up some pleasure 
for the 40 days of Lent is very much in 
keeping with the penitential character of the 
season.   
The primary pillars of Lent for all Christians 

are prayer, fasting, and sacrificial giving.  These are intended to 
turn our hearts back to God, to purify us and prepare us for the 
celebration of Christ’s resurrection at Easter.  One of the things 
that the whole Church gives up for Lent is the acclamation 
“Alleluia”.   
I really like the Pope’s list - in fact I’m becoming a bit of a fan of 
this Pope: Do you want to fast for this Lent? 

 Fast from hurting words and say kind words. 
 Fast from sadness and be filled with gratitude. 
 Fast from anger and be filled with patience. 
 Fast from pessimism and be filled with hope. 
 Fast from worries and trust in God. 
 Fast from complaints and contemplate simplicity. 
 Fast from pressures and be prayerful. 
 Fast from bitterness and fill your heart with joy. 
 Fast from selfishness and be considerate to others. 
 Fast from grudges and be reconciled. 
 Fast from words and be silent so you can listen. 

Some years I’ve been too ambitious with my goals and then been 
deflated when I’ve not been able to keep that discipline.   

So, this year, I’m trying a different tack.  For Lent, 
I’m trying to give up a grudge that I’ve been quietly 
carrying around for a while.  I’ve also given up lifts 
and escalators, as an occasional reminder of my 
tendency to take the easy path.  Time will tell, but I 
think I might make it all the way to Easter this year.  
How about you? 

Grace & peace as you live out your Lenten choices, Mark 

An invita on from Belmont Uni ng Church 
We would like to extend to the congregation at Werribee our 
invitation to attend the induction of the Rev. Annetia Goldsmith 
today at 2pm at the church at 42 Thomson Street, Belmont. We 
have been holding your congregation in our prayers and hope the 
process of calling a new minister will begin smoothly soon. 
 

If someone has a copy of TiS - the full Harmony Edition - to lend 
or sell to our music team – please talk with Rev.Mark or contact 
Angela Murnane: amurnane2020@gmail.com 

TODAY AND NEXT WEEK 
 Worship services 
18 February (Lent 1): Audrey Kateena 
25 Februry (Lent 2): Rev. Mark Dunn 

Bible readings 
Today: Genesis 9:8–17; Psalm 25:1–10; 1 Peter 
3:18–22; Mark 1:9–15 
Next week: Genesis 17:1–5, 15–16; Psalm 
22:23–31; Romans 4:13–25; Mark 6:31–38 

What’s on this week 
Monday: 9.30am Playgroup; 7pm Boys & Girls 
Brigade at Dreambuilders Church 
Monday: 7pm Church Council Meeting 
Tuesday: 11.30am Bible Discussion & Lunch 
Wednesday: 10am Property Committee;  
Thursday: 9.30am Gardening Group 
 

Rosters 18 February (& 25 Feb) 
Greetings: Margaret D (Elizabeth B) 
Audiovisual: Noel S (Christian R-K) 
Morning Tea: Margaret F & Asanka  
(Myra K & Christine M) 
Flowers: Elaine B (Mary D) 
Music: Tracey S (Asanka P) 
Prayers: Site T (Elizabeth B) 
Reader: Elaine B (TBA) 

Werribee UC on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/62198774
7878234/ 

Church office 
Open Monday to Friday 9.30am–12noon. 
Phone 97411084 Email 
office@crossroadsunitingchurch.org.au 

WUC Newsle er 
Send information for inclusion to the Editor at 
robert.renton@bigpond.com or Neil Tolliday 
on 0402 817 673. 

Bank Account & Boom Gate (0459#) 
BSB 083-909 A/c 516109795 

To book facili es at WUC: 
Email: (Elizabeth B) 
bookings@crossroadsunitingchurch.org.au  

Samoan service The Samoan language service 
is held every 3rd Sunday at 4pm in the church. 
All welcome. 
 



 

OSLO 25th February—book now 
We’re starting the year at the Phoenix Hotel 40 Wallace 
Avenue Point Cook—no seniors meals but reasonable 
prices. Book with Elaine or Lorna  before Thursday 22 
February, please. All are very welcome! 

Where are the memorials? 
Where are Australia’s memorials to the fallen First 
Nations people? 

Recently I sat in Electra Street Uniting Church, 
Williamstown and looked up at large ornate wooden 
memorial plaques dedicated to the soldiers of two 
world wars. 
My two brothers, Alan and Brian have their names and 
service recorded on an honour board in Meeniyan 
Uniting Church, South Gippsland.  
Many churches throughout Australia followed the civil 
religion’s remembrance of young men killed in fighting 
foreign wars, evidenced by granite columns and statues 
in public places, such as Station Place, Werribee. 
Henry Reynolds, writing in Why Weren’t We Told? 
(Penguin books 1999) records the documentary 
evidence gathered to verify the reality of frontier 
violence and Aboriginal resistance during the first 
century of invasion and occupation by settler 
Europeans.  His examination of school texts and 
histories of Australia written by academic historians 
shows that up to the 1960s, Aboriginal presence in this 
country was ignored.   
There was no peaceful settlement but violent 
encounters in every part of this country.   
The map of this country is sprinkled with European 
names carrying a sinister message: “Murdering Plains, 
Fighting Hills, Skeleton Creek, Convincing Ground.”  
The memory of wars fought between invading settlers 
and Aborigines has been expunged, replaced by a great 
silence.  
I note that to date  the Australian War Memorial in 
Canberra has refused to acknowledge the more than 
20,000 deaths of blacks and whites during the struggle 
for seizure of Country occupied by blacks for more 
than 60,000 years. 
Why weren’t we told; and why is there hateful 
resistance to telling the truth? 

I remember sitting in St Andrews 
Presbyterian Church, Queenscliff as 
a teenager, looking at the memorial 
tablet to the Rev. James Clow, 
(pictured) a pioneer Christian 
minister who seized 140 acres of 
land in 1839 from the custodians of 
Country that he called “Oakhill” 
near Point Lonsdale.  Clow then 

occupied 36 square miles of land he called “Tirhatuan”  
near Dandenong.  What happened to Clow’s 
dispossessed blacks, denied their food sources?  Where 
is their memorial? 
Australia’s occupation demands truthfulness. (NT) 

An important occasion 

Last Sunday’s celebration of the joining of our two 
former congregations to create this Werribee Uniting 
congregation was an important occasion that will have 
continuing and valuable ramifications for our joint life. 
The new church council  has a vital role to play in 
setting new directions in response to God’s call, and 
prayerful support from every member of the 
congregation is needed. 

Faithful Futures Project 

Our Synod is working to prepare the Church for the 
next 10–15 years. There are common challenges and 
opportunities for the Church across Victoria and 
Tasmania. Some of the challenges include the changing 
age profile and size of congregations, the availability of 
leadership, and the burden of property maintenance. 
Some of the opportunities include growing in ways of 
worship, witness and service that are already being 
experimented with, listening for where God’s Spirit is 
inviting us to reach out in faith, love and hope. 
Our vision is summed up as Following Christ, walking 
together as First and Second Peoples, seeking community, 
compassion and justice for all creation. 
A letter from the Moderator, David Fotheringham, 
providing more detail can be obtained from the office. 
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Many churches throughout Australia followed the civil 
religion’s remembrance of young men killed in fighting 
foreign wars, evidenced by granite columns and statues 
in public places, such as Station Place, Werribee. 
Henry Reynolds, writing in Why Weren’t We Told? 
(Penguin books 1999) records the documentary 
evidence gathered to verify the reality of frontier 
violence and Aboriginal resistance during the first 
century of invasion and occupation by settler 
Europeans.  His examination of school texts and 
histories of Australia written by academic historians 
shows that up to the 1960s, Aboriginal presence in this 
country was ignored.   
There was no peaceful settlement but violent 
encounters in every part of this country.   
The map of this country is sprinkled with European 
names carrying a sinister message: “Murdering Plains, 
Fighting Hills, Skeleton Creek, Convincing Ground.”  
The memory of wars fought between invading settlers 
and Aborigines has been expunged, replaced by a great 
silence.  
I note that to date  the Australian War Memorial in 
Canberra has refused to acknowledge the more than 
20,000 deaths of blacks and whites during the struggle 
for seizure of Country occupied by blacks for more 
than 60,000 years. 
Why weren’t we told; and why is there hateful 
resistance to telling the truth? 

I remember sitting in St Andrews 
Presbyterian Church, Queenscliff as 
a teenager, looking at the memorial 
tablet to the Rev. James Clow, 
(pictured) a pioneer Christian 
minister who seized 140 acres of 
land in 1839 from the custodians of 
Country that he called “Oakhill” 
near Point Lonsdale.  Clow then 

occupied 36 square miles of land he called “Tirhatuan”  
near Dandenong.  What happened to Clow’s 
dispossessed blacks, denied their food sources?  Where 
is their memorial? 
Australia’s occupation demands truthfulness. (NT) 

An important occasion 

Last Sunday’s celebration of the joining of our two 
former congregations to create this Werribee Uniting 
congregation was an important occasion that will have 
continuing and valuable ramifications for our joint life. 
The new church council  has a vital role to play in 
setting new directions in response to God’s call, and 
prayerful support from every member of the 
congregation is needed. 

Faithful Futures Project 

Our Synod is working to prepare the Church for the 
next 10–15 years. There are common challenges and 
opportunities for the Church across Victoria and 
Tasmania. Some of the challenges include the changing 
age profile and size of congregations, the availability of 
leadership, and the burden of property maintenance. 
Some of the opportunities include growing in ways of 
worship, witness and service that are already being 
experimented with, listening for where God’s Spirit is 
inviting us to reach out in faith, love and hope. 
Our vision is summed up as Following Christ, walking 
together as First and Second Peoples, seeking community, 
compassion and justice for all creation. 
A letter from the Moderator, David Fotheringham, 
providing more detail can be obtained from the office. 



  Werribee Uniting Church 
We acknowledge the people of the Kulin alliance, the original custodians of the land which was never ceded and on which our 

buildings for worship stand and we gather. 
 

18 February 2024: Lent 1 
Musings from Rev. Mark Dunn 
Ask anyone who grew up Catholic what they’re doing for Lent and 

they’ll probably tell you what they’re “giving 
up”.  The notion of giving up some pleasure 
for the 40 days of Lent is very much in 
keeping with the penitential character of the 
season.   
The primary pillars of Lent for all Christians 

are prayer, fasting, and sacrificial giving.  These are intended to 
turn our hearts back to God, to purify us and prepare us for the 
celebration of Christ’s resurrection at Easter.  One of the things 
that the whole Church gives up for Lent is the acclamation 
“Alleluia”.   
I really like the Pope’s list - in fact I’m becoming a bit of a fan of 
this Pope: Do you want to fast for this Lent? 

 Fast from hurting words and say kind words. 
 Fast from sadness and be filled with gratitude. 
 Fast from anger and be filled with patience. 
 Fast from pessimism and be filled with hope. 
 Fast from worries and trust in God. 
 Fast from complaints and contemplate simplicity. 
 Fast from pressures and be prayerful. 
 Fast from bitterness and fill your heart with joy. 
 Fast from selfishness and be considerate to others. 
 Fast from grudges and be reconciled. 
 Fast from words and be silent so you can listen. 

Some years I’ve been too ambitious with my goals and then been 
deflated when I’ve not been able to keep that discipline.   

So, this year, I’m trying a different tack.  For Lent, 
I’m trying to give up a grudge that I’ve been quietly 
carrying around for a while.  I’ve also given up lifts 
and escalators, as an occasional reminder of my 
tendency to take the easy path.  Time will tell, but I 
think I might make it all the way to Easter this year.  
How about you? 

Grace & peace as you live out your Lenten choices, Mark 

An invita on from Belmont Uni ng Church 
We would like to extend to the congregation at Werribee our 
invitation to attend the induction of the Rev. Annetia Goldsmith 
today at 2pm at the church at 42 Thomson Street, Belmont. We 
have been holding your congregation in our prayers and hope the 
process of calling a new minister will begin smoothly soon. 
 

If someone has a copy of TiS - the full Harmony Edition - to lend 
or sell to our music team – please talk with Rev.Mark or contact 
Angela Murnane: amurnane2020@gmail.com 

TODAY AND NEXT WEEK 
 Worship services 
18 February (Lent 1): Audrey Kateena 
25 Februry (Lent 2): Rev. Mark Dunn 

Bible readings 
Today: Genesis 9:8–17; Psalm 25:1–10; 1 Peter 
3:18–22; Mark 1:9–15 
Next week: Genesis 17:1–5, 15–16; Psalm 
22:23–31; Romans 4:13–25; Mark 6:31–38 

What’s on this week 
Monday: 9.30am Playgroup; 7pm Boys & Girls 
Brigade at Dreambuilders Church 
Monday: 7pm Church Council Meeting 
Tuesday: 11.30am Bible Discussion & Lunch 
Wednesday: 10am Property Committee;  
Thursday: 9.30am Gardening Group 
 

Rosters 18 February (& 25 Feb) 
Greetings: Margaret D (Elizabeth B) 
Audiovisual: Noel S (Christian R-K) 
Morning Tea: Margaret F & Asanka  
(Myra K & Christine M) 
Flowers: Elaine B (Mary D) 
Music: Tracey S (Asanka P) 
Prayers: Site T (Elizabeth B) 
Reader: Elaine B (TBA) 

Werribee UC on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/62198774
7878234/ 

Church office 
Open Monday to Friday 9.30am–12noon. 
Phone 97411084 Email 
office@crossroadsunitingchurch.org.au 

WUC Newsle er 
Send information for inclusion to the Editor at 
robert.renton@bigpond.com or Neil Tolliday 
on 0402 817 673. 

Bank Account & Boom Gate (0459#) 
BSB 083-909 A/c 516109795 

To book facili es at WUC: 
Email: (Elizabeth B) 
bookings@crossroadsunitingchurch.org.au  

Samoan service The Samoan language service 
is held every 3rd Sunday at 4pm in the church. 
All welcome. 
 



 

OSLO 25th February—book now 
We’re starting the year at the Phoenix Hotel 40 Wallace 
Avenue Point Cook—no seniors meals but reasonable 
prices. Book with Elaine or Lorna  before Thursday 22 
February, please. All are very welcome! 

Where are the memorials? 
Where are Australia’s memorials to the fallen First 
Nations people? 

Recently I sat in Electra Street Uniting Church, 
Williamstown and looked up at large ornate wooden 
memorial plaques dedicated to the soldiers of two 
world wars. 
My two brothers, Alan and Brian have their names and 
service recorded on an honour board in Meeniyan 
Uniting Church, South Gippsland.  
Many churches throughout Australia followed the civil 
religion’s remembrance of young men killed in fighting 
foreign wars, evidenced by granite columns and statues 
in public places, such as Station Place, Werribee. 
Henry Reynolds, writing in Why Weren’t We Told? 
(Penguin books 1999) records the documentary 
evidence gathered to verify the reality of frontier 
violence and Aboriginal resistance during the first 
century of invasion and occupation by settler 
Europeans.  His examination of school texts and 
histories of Australia written by academic historians 
shows that up to the 1960s, Aboriginal presence in this 
country was ignored.   
There was no peaceful settlement but violent 
encounters in every part of this country.   
The map of this country is sprinkled with European 
names carrying a sinister message: “Murdering Plains, 
Fighting Hills, Skeleton Creek, Convincing Ground.”  
The memory of wars fought between invading settlers 
and Aborigines has been expunged, replaced by a great 
silence.  
I note that to date  the Australian War Memorial in 
Canberra has refused to acknowledge the more than 
20,000 deaths of blacks and whites during the struggle 
for seizure of Country occupied by blacks for more 
than 60,000 years. 
Why weren’t we told; and why is there hateful 
resistance to telling the truth? 

I remember sitting in St Andrews 
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a teenager, looking at the memorial 
tablet to the Rev. James Clow, 
(pictured) a pioneer Christian 
minister who seized 140 acres of 
land in 1839 from the custodians of 
Country that he called “Oakhill” 
near Point Lonsdale.  Clow then 

occupied 36 square miles of land he called “Tirhatuan”  
near Dandenong.  What happened to Clow’s 
dispossessed blacks, denied their food sources?  Where 
is their memorial? 
Australia’s occupation demands truthfulness. (NT) 

An important occasion 

Last Sunday’s celebration of the joining of our two 
former congregations to create this Werribee Uniting 
congregation was an important occasion that will have 
continuing and valuable ramifications for our joint life. 
The new church council  has a vital role to play in 
setting new directions in response to God’s call, and 
prayerful support from every member of the 
congregation is needed. 

Faithful Futures Project 

Our Synod is working to prepare the Church for the 
next 10–15 years. There are common challenges and 
opportunities for the Church across Victoria and 
Tasmania. Some of the challenges include the changing 
age profile and size of congregations, the availability of 
leadership, and the burden of property maintenance. 
Some of the opportunities include growing in ways of 
worship, witness and service that are already being 
experimented with, listening for where God’s Spirit is 
inviting us to reach out in faith, love and hope. 
Our vision is summed up as Following Christ, walking 
together as First and Second Peoples, seeking community, 
compassion and justice for all creation. 
A letter from the Moderator, David Fotheringham, 
providing more detail can be obtained from the office. 
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Today: Genesis 9:8–17; Psalm 25:1–10; 1 Peter 
3:18–22; Mark 1:9–15 
Next week: Genesis 17:1–5, 15–16; Psalm 
22:23–31; Romans 4:13–25; Mark 6:31–38 

What’s on this week 
Monday: 9.30am Playgroup; 7pm Boys & Girls 
Brigade at Dreambuilders Church 
Monday: 7pm Church Council Meeting 
Tuesday: 11.30am Bible Discussion & Lunch 
Wednesday: 10am Property Committee;  
Thursday: 9.30am Gardening Group 
 

Rosters 18 February (& 25 Feb) 
Greetings: Margaret D (Elizabeth B) 
Audiovisual: Noel S (Christian R-K) 
Morning Tea: Margaret F & Asanka  
(Myra K & Christine M) 
Flowers: Elaine B (Mary D) 
Music: Tracey S (Asanka P) 
Prayers: Site T (Elizabeth B) 
Reader: Elaine B (TBA) 

Werribee UC on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/62198774
7878234/ 

Church office 
Open Monday to Friday 9.30am–12noon. 
Phone 97411084 Email 
office@crossroadsunitingchurch.org.au 

WUC Newsle er 
Send information for inclusion to the Editor at 
robert.renton@bigpond.com or Neil Tolliday 
on 0402 817 673. 

Bank Account & Boom Gate (0459#) 
BSB 083-909 A/c 516109795 

To book facili es at WUC: 
Email: (Elizabeth B) 
bookings@crossroadsunitingchurch.org.au  

Samoan service The Samoan language service 
is held every 3rd Sunday at 4pm in the church. 
All welcome. 
 



 

OSLO 25th February—book now 
We’re starting the year at the Phoenix Hotel 40 Wallace 
Avenue Point Cook—no seniors meals but reasonable 
prices. Book with Elaine or Lorna  before Thursday 22 
February, please. All are very welcome! 

Where are the memorials? 
Where are Australia’s memorials to the fallen First 
Nations people? 

Recently I sat in Electra Street Uniting Church, 
Williamstown and looked up at large ornate wooden 
memorial plaques dedicated to the soldiers of two 
world wars. 
My two brothers, Alan and Brian have their names and 
service recorded on an honour board in Meeniyan 
Uniting Church, South Gippsland.  
Many churches throughout Australia followed the civil 
religion’s remembrance of young men killed in fighting 
foreign wars, evidenced by granite columns and statues 
in public places, such as Station Place, Werribee. 
Henry Reynolds, writing in Why Weren’t We Told? 
(Penguin books 1999) records the documentary 
evidence gathered to verify the reality of frontier 
violence and Aboriginal resistance during the first 
century of invasion and occupation by settler 
Europeans.  His examination of school texts and 
histories of Australia written by academic historians 
shows that up to the 1960s, Aboriginal presence in this 
country was ignored.   
There was no peaceful settlement but violent 
encounters in every part of this country.   
The map of this country is sprinkled with European 
names carrying a sinister message: “Murdering Plains, 
Fighting Hills, Skeleton Creek, Convincing Ground.”  
The memory of wars fought between invading settlers 
and Aborigines has been expunged, replaced by a great 
silence.  
I note that to date  the Australian War Memorial in 
Canberra has refused to acknowledge the more than 
20,000 deaths of blacks and whites during the struggle 
for seizure of Country occupied by blacks for more 
than 60,000 years. 
Why weren’t we told; and why is there hateful 
resistance to telling the truth? 

I remember sitting in St Andrews 
Presbyterian Church, Queenscliff as 
a teenager, looking at the memorial 
tablet to the Rev. James Clow, 
(pictured) a pioneer Christian 
minister who seized 140 acres of 
land in 1839 from the custodians of 
Country that he called “Oakhill” 
near Point Lonsdale.  Clow then 

occupied 36 square miles of land he called “Tirhatuan”  
near Dandenong.  What happened to Clow’s 
dispossessed blacks, denied their food sources?  Where 
is their memorial? 
Australia’s occupation demands truthfulness. (NT) 

An important occasion 

Last Sunday’s celebration of the joining of our two 
former congregations to create this Werribee Uniting 
congregation was an important occasion that will have 
continuing and valuable ramifications for our joint life. 
The new church council  has a vital role to play in 
setting new directions in response to God’s call, and 
prayerful support from every member of the 
congregation is needed. 

Faithful Futures Project 

Our Synod is working to prepare the Church for the 
next 10–15 years. There are common challenges and 
opportunities for the Church across Victoria and 
Tasmania. Some of the challenges include the changing 
age profile and size of congregations, the availability of 
leadership, and the burden of property maintenance. 
Some of the opportunities include growing in ways of 
worship, witness and service that are already being 
experimented with, listening for where God’s Spirit is 
inviting us to reach out in faith, love and hope. 
Our vision is summed up as Following Christ, walking 
together as First and Second Peoples, seeking community, 
compassion and justice for all creation. 
A letter from the Moderator, David Fotheringham, 
providing more detail can be obtained from the office. 



  Werribee Uniting Church 
We acknowledge the people of the Kulin alliance, the original custodians of the land which was never ceded and on which our 

buildings for worship stand and we gather. 
 

18 February 2024: Lent 1 
Musings from Rev. Mark Dunn 
Ask anyone who grew up Catholic what they’re doing for Lent and 

they’ll probably tell you what they’re “giving 
up”.  The notion of giving up some pleasure 
for the 40 days of Lent is very much in 
keeping with the penitential character of the 
season.   
The primary pillars of Lent for all Christians 

are prayer, fasting, and sacrificial giving.  These are intended to 
turn our hearts back to God, to purify us and prepare us for the 
celebration of Christ’s resurrection at Easter.  One of the things 
that the whole Church gives up for Lent is the acclamation 
“Alleluia”.   
I really like the Pope’s list - in fact I’m becoming a bit of a fan of 
this Pope: Do you want to fast for this Lent? 

 Fast from hurting words and say kind words. 
 Fast from sadness and be filled with gratitude. 
 Fast from anger and be filled with patience. 
 Fast from pessimism and be filled with hope. 
 Fast from worries and trust in God. 
 Fast from complaints and contemplate simplicity. 
 Fast from pressures and be prayerful. 
 Fast from bitterness and fill your heart with joy. 
 Fast from selfishness and be considerate to others. 
 Fast from grudges and be reconciled. 
 Fast from words and be silent so you can listen. 

Some years I’ve been too ambitious with my goals and then been 
deflated when I’ve not been able to keep that discipline.   

So, this year, I’m trying a different tack.  For Lent, 
I’m trying to give up a grudge that I’ve been quietly 
carrying around for a while.  I’ve also given up lifts 
and escalators, as an occasional reminder of my 
tendency to take the easy path.  Time will tell, but I 
think I might make it all the way to Easter this year.  
How about you? 

Grace & peace as you live out your Lenten choices, Mark 

An invita on from Belmont Uni ng Church 
We would like to extend to the congregation at Werribee our 
invitation to attend the induction of the Rev. Annetia Goldsmith 
today at 2pm at the church at 42 Thomson Street, Belmont. We 
have been holding your congregation in our prayers and hope the 
process of calling a new minister will begin smoothly soon. 
 

If someone has a copy of TiS - the full Harmony Edition - to lend 
or sell to our music team – please talk with Rev.Mark or contact 
Angela Murnane: amurnane2020@gmail.com 
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keeping with the penitential character of the 
season.   
The primary pillars of Lent for all Christians 

are prayer, fasting, and sacrificial giving.  These are intended to 
turn our hearts back to God, to purify us and prepare us for the 
celebration of Christ’s resurrection at Easter.  One of the things 
that the whole Church gives up for Lent is the acclamation 
“Alleluia”.   
I really like the Pope’s list - in fact I’m becoming a bit of a fan of 
this Pope: Do you want to fast for this Lent? 

 Fast from hurting words and say kind words. 
 Fast from sadness and be filled with gratitude. 
 Fast from anger and be filled with patience. 
 Fast from pessimism and be filled with hope. 
 Fast from worries and trust in God. 
 Fast from complaints and contemplate simplicity. 
 Fast from pressures and be prayerful. 
 Fast from bitterness and fill your heart with joy. 
 Fast from selfishness and be considerate to others. 
 Fast from grudges and be reconciled. 
 Fast from words and be silent so you can listen. 

Some years I’ve been too ambitious with my goals and then been 
deflated when I’ve not been able to keep that discipline.   

So, this year, I’m trying a different tack.  For Lent, 
I’m trying to give up a grudge that I’ve been quietly 
carrying around for a while.  I’ve also given up lifts 
and escalators, as an occasional reminder of my 
tendency to take the easy path.  Time will tell, but I 
think I might make it all the way to Easter this year.  
How about you? 

Grace & peace as you live out your Lenten choices, Mark 

An invita on from Belmont Uni ng Church 
We would like to extend to the congregation at Werribee our 
invitation to attend the induction of the Rev. Annetia Goldsmith 
today at 2pm at the church at 42 Thomson Street, Belmont. We 
have been holding your congregation in our prayers and hope the 
process of calling a new minister will begin smoothly soon. 
 

If someone has a copy of TiS - the full Harmony Edition - to lend 
or sell to our music team – please talk with Rev.Mark or contact 
Angela Murnane: amurnane2020@gmail.com 

TODAY AND NEXT WEEK 
 Worship services 
18 February (Lent 1): Audrey Kateena 
25 Februry (Lent 2): Rev. Mark Dunn 

Bible readings 
Today: Genesis 9:8–17; Psalm 25:1–10; 1 Peter 
3:18–22; Mark 1:9–15 
Next week: Genesis 17:1–5, 15–16; Psalm 
22:23–31; Romans 4:13–25; Mark 6:31–38 

What’s on this week 
Monday: 9.30am Playgroup; 7pm Boys & Girls 
Brigade at Dreambuilders Church 
Monday: 7pm Church Council Meeting 
Tuesday: 11.30am Bible Discussion & Lunch 
Wednesday: 10am Property Committee;  
Thursday: 9.30am Gardening Group 
 

Rosters 18 February (& 25 Feb) 
Greetings: Margaret D (Elizabeth B) 
Audiovisual: Noel S (Christian R-K) 
Morning Tea: Margaret F & Asanka  
(Myra K & Christine M) 
Flowers: Elaine B (Mary D) 
Music: Tracey S (Asanka P) 
Prayers: Site T (Elizabeth B) 
Reader: Elaine B (TBA) 

Werribee UC on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/62198774
7878234/ 

Church office 
Open Monday to Friday 9.30am–12noon. 
Phone 97411084 Email 
office@crossroadsunitingchurch.org.au 

WUC Newsle er 
Send information for inclusion to the Editor at 
robert.renton@bigpond.com or Neil Tolliday 
on 0402 817 673. 

Bank Account & Boom Gate (0459#) 
BSB 083-909 A/c 516109795 

To book facili es at WUC: 
Email: (Elizabeth B) 
bookings@crossroadsunitingchurch.org.au  

Samoan service The Samoan language service 
is held every 3rd Sunday at 4pm in the church. 
All welcome. 
 



 

OSLO 25th February—book now 
We’re starting the year at the Phoenix Hotel 40 Wallace 
Avenue Point Cook—no seniors meals but reasonable 
prices. Book with Elaine or Lorna  before Thursday 22 
February, please. All are very welcome! 

Where are the memorials? 
Where are Australia’s memorials to the fallen First 
Nations people? 

Recently I sat in Electra Street Uniting Church, 
Williamstown and looked up at large ornate wooden 
memorial plaques dedicated to the soldiers of two 
world wars. 
My two brothers, Alan and Brian have their names and 
service recorded on an honour board in Meeniyan 
Uniting Church, South Gippsland.  
Many churches throughout Australia followed the civil 
religion’s remembrance of young men killed in fighting 
foreign wars, evidenced by granite columns and statues 
in public places, such as Station Place, Werribee. 
Henry Reynolds, writing in Why Weren’t We Told? 
(Penguin books 1999) records the documentary 
evidence gathered to verify the reality of frontier 
violence and Aboriginal resistance during the first 
century of invasion and occupation by settler 
Europeans.  His examination of school texts and 
histories of Australia written by academic historians 
shows that up to the 1960s, Aboriginal presence in this 
country was ignored.   
There was no peaceful settlement but violent 
encounters in every part of this country.   
The map of this country is sprinkled with European 
names carrying a sinister message: “Murdering Plains, 
Fighting Hills, Skeleton Creek, Convincing Ground.”  
The memory of wars fought between invading settlers 
and Aborigines has been expunged, replaced by a great 
silence.  
I note that to date  the Australian War Memorial in 
Canberra has refused to acknowledge the more than 
20,000 deaths of blacks and whites during the struggle 
for seizure of Country occupied by blacks for more 
than 60,000 years. 
Why weren’t we told; and why is there hateful 
resistance to telling the truth? 

I remember sitting in St Andrews 
Presbyterian Church, Queenscliff as 
a teenager, looking at the memorial 
tablet to the Rev. James Clow, 
(pictured) a pioneer Christian 
minister who seized 140 acres of 
land in 1839 from the custodians of 
Country that he called “Oakhill” 
near Point Lonsdale.  Clow then 

occupied 36 square miles of land he called “Tirhatuan”  
near Dandenong.  What happened to Clow’s 
dispossessed blacks, denied their food sources?  Where 
is their memorial? 
Australia’s occupation demands truthfulness. (NT) 

An important occasion 

Last Sunday’s celebration of the joining of our two 
former congregations to create this Werribee Uniting 
congregation was an important occasion that will have 
continuing and valuable ramifications for our joint life. 
The new church council  has a vital role to play in 
setting new directions in response to God’s call, and 
prayerful support from every member of the 
congregation is needed. 

Faithful Futures Project 

Our Synod is working to prepare the Church for the 
next 10–15 years. There are common challenges and 
opportunities for the Church across Victoria and 
Tasmania. Some of the challenges include the changing 
age profile and size of congregations, the availability of 
leadership, and the burden of property maintenance. 
Some of the opportunities include growing in ways of 
worship, witness and service that are already being 
experimented with, listening for where God’s Spirit is 
inviting us to reach out in faith, love and hope. 
Our vision is summed up as Following Christ, walking 
together as First and Second Peoples, seeking community, 
compassion and justice for all creation. 
A letter from the Moderator, David Fotheringham, 
providing more detail can be obtained from the office. 
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than 60,000 years. 
Why weren’t we told; and why is there hateful 
resistance to telling the truth? 

I remember sitting in St Andrews 
Presbyterian Church, Queenscliff as 
a teenager, looking at the memorial 
tablet to the Rev. James Clow, 
(pictured) a pioneer Christian 
minister who seized 140 acres of 
land in 1839 from the custodians of 
Country that he called “Oakhill” 
near Point Lonsdale.  Clow then 

occupied 36 square miles of land he called “Tirhatuan”  
near Dandenong.  What happened to Clow’s 
dispossessed blacks, denied their food sources?  Where 
is their memorial? 
Australia’s occupation demands truthfulness. (NT) 

An important occasion 

Last Sunday’s celebration of the joining of our two 
former congregations to create this Werribee Uniting 
congregation was an important occasion that will have 
continuing and valuable ramifications for our joint life. 
The new church council  has a vital role to play in 
setting new directions in response to God’s call, and 
prayerful support from every member of the 
congregation is needed. 

Faithful Futures Project 

Our Synod is working to prepare the Church for the 
next 10–15 years. There are common challenges and 
opportunities for the Church across Victoria and 
Tasmania. Some of the challenges include the changing 
age profile and size of congregations, the availability of 
leadership, and the burden of property maintenance. 
Some of the opportunities include growing in ways of 
worship, witness and service that are already being 
experimented with, listening for where God’s Spirit is 
inviting us to reach out in faith, love and hope. 
Our vision is summed up as Following Christ, walking 
together as First and Second Peoples, seeking community, 
compassion and justice for all creation. 
A letter from the Moderator, David Fotheringham, 
providing more detail can be obtained from the office. 



  Werribee Uniting Church 
We acknowledge the people of the Kulin alliance, the original custodians of the land which was never ceded and on which our 

buildings for worship stand and we gather. 
 

18 February 2024: Lent 1 
Musings from Rev. Mark Dunn 
Ask anyone who grew up Catholic what they’re doing for Lent and 

they’ll probably tell you what they’re “giving 
up”.  The notion of giving up some pleasure 
for the 40 days of Lent is very much in 
keeping with the penitential character of the 
season.   
The primary pillars of Lent for all Christians 

are prayer, fasting, and sacrificial giving.  These are intended to 
turn our hearts back to God, to purify us and prepare us for the 
celebration of Christ’s resurrection at Easter.  One of the things 
that the whole Church gives up for Lent is the acclamation 
“Alleluia”.   
I really like the Pope’s list - in fact I’m becoming a bit of a fan of 
this Pope: Do you want to fast for this Lent? 

 Fast from hurting words and say kind words. 
 Fast from sadness and be filled with gratitude. 
 Fast from anger and be filled with patience. 
 Fast from pessimism and be filled with hope. 
 Fast from worries and trust in God. 
 Fast from complaints and contemplate simplicity. 
 Fast from pressures and be prayerful. 
 Fast from bitterness and fill your heart with joy. 
 Fast from selfishness and be considerate to others. 
 Fast from grudges and be reconciled. 
 Fast from words and be silent so you can listen. 

Some years I’ve been too ambitious with my goals and then been 
deflated when I’ve not been able to keep that discipline.   

So, this year, I’m trying a different tack.  For Lent, 
I’m trying to give up a grudge that I’ve been quietly 
carrying around for a while.  I’ve also given up lifts 
and escalators, as an occasional reminder of my 
tendency to take the easy path.  Time will tell, but I 
think I might make it all the way to Easter this year.  
How about you? 

Grace & peace as you live out your Lenten choices, Mark 

An invita on from Belmont Uni ng Church 
We would like to extend to the congregation at Werribee our 
invitation to attend the induction of the Rev. Annetia Goldsmith 
today at 2pm at the church at 42 Thomson Street, Belmont. We 
have been holding your congregation in our prayers and hope the 
process of calling a new minister will begin smoothly soon. 
 

If someone has a copy of TiS - the full Harmony Edition - to lend 
or sell to our music team – please talk with Rev.Mark or contact 
Angela Murnane: amurnane2020@gmail.com 

TODAY AND NEXT WEEK 
 Worship services 
18 February (Lent 1): Audrey Kateena 
25 Februry (Lent 2): Rev. Mark Dunn 

Bible readings 
Today: Genesis 9:8–17; Psalm 25:1–10; 1 Peter 
3:18–22; Mark 1:9–15 
Next week: Genesis 17:1–5, 15–16; Psalm 
22:23–31; Romans 4:13–25; Mark 6:31–38 

What’s on this week 
Monday: 9.30am Playgroup; 7pm Boys & Girls 
Brigade at Dreambuilders Church 
Monday: 7pm Church Council Meeting 
Tuesday: 11.30am Bible Discussion & Lunch 
Wednesday: 10am Property Committee;  
Thursday: 9.30am Gardening Group 
 

Rosters 18 February (& 25 Feb) 
Greetings: Margaret D (Elizabeth B) 
Audiovisual: Noel S (Christian R-K) 
Morning Tea: Margaret F & Asanka  
(Myra K & Christine M) 
Flowers: Elaine B (Mary D) 
Music: Tracey S (Asanka P) 
Prayers: Site T (Elizabeth B) 
Reader: Elaine B (TBA) 

Werribee UC on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/62198774
7878234/ 

Church office 
Open Monday to Friday 9.30am–12noon. 
Phone 97411084 Email 
office@crossroadsunitingchurch.org.au 

WUC Newsle er 
Send information for inclusion to the Editor at 
robert.renton@bigpond.com or Neil Tolliday 
on 0402 817 673. 

Bank Account & Boom Gate (0459#) 
BSB 083-909 A/c 516109795 

To book facili es at WUC: 
Email: (Elizabeth B) 
bookings@crossroadsunitingchurch.org.au  

Samoan service The Samoan language service 
is held every 3rd Sunday at 4pm in the church. 
All welcome. 
 



 

OSLO 25th February—book now 
We’re starting the year at the Phoenix Hotel 40 Wallace 
Avenue Point Cook—no seniors meals but reasonable 
prices. Book with Elaine or Lorna  before Thursday 22 
February, please. All are very welcome! 

Where are the memorials? 
Where are Australia’s memorials to the fallen First 
Nations people? 

Recently I sat in Electra Street Uniting Church, 
Williamstown and looked up at large ornate wooden 
memorial plaques dedicated to the soldiers of two 
world wars. 
My two brothers, Alan and Brian have their names and 
service recorded on an honour board in Meeniyan 
Uniting Church, South Gippsland.  
Many churches throughout Australia followed the civil 
religion’s remembrance of young men killed in fighting 
foreign wars, evidenced by granite columns and statues 
in public places, such as Station Place, Werribee. 
Henry Reynolds, writing in Why Weren’t We Told? 
(Penguin books 1999) records the documentary 
evidence gathered to verify the reality of frontier 
violence and Aboriginal resistance during the first 
century of invasion and occupation by settler 
Europeans.  His examination of school texts and 
histories of Australia written by academic historians 
shows that up to the 1960s, Aboriginal presence in this 
country was ignored.   
There was no peaceful settlement but violent 
encounters in every part of this country.   
The map of this country is sprinkled with European 
names carrying a sinister message: “Murdering Plains, 
Fighting Hills, Skeleton Creek, Convincing Ground.”  
The memory of wars fought between invading settlers 
and Aborigines has been expunged, replaced by a great 
silence.  
I note that to date  the Australian War Memorial in 
Canberra has refused to acknowledge the more than 
20,000 deaths of blacks and whites during the struggle 
for seizure of Country occupied by blacks for more 
than 60,000 years. 
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tablet to the Rev. James Clow, 
(pictured) a pioneer Christian 
minister who seized 140 acres of 
land in 1839 from the custodians of 
Country that he called “Oakhill” 
near Point Lonsdale.  Clow then 

occupied 36 square miles of land he called “Tirhatuan”  
near Dandenong.  What happened to Clow’s 
dispossessed blacks, denied their food sources?  Where 
is their memorial? 
Australia’s occupation demands truthfulness. (NT) 

An important occasion 

Last Sunday’s celebration of the joining of our two 
former congregations to create this Werribee Uniting 
congregation was an important occasion that will have 
continuing and valuable ramifications for our joint life. 
The new church council  has a vital role to play in 
setting new directions in response to God’s call, and 
prayerful support from every member of the 
congregation is needed. 

Faithful Futures Project 

Our Synod is working to prepare the Church for the 
next 10–15 years. There are common challenges and 
opportunities for the Church across Victoria and 
Tasmania. Some of the challenges include the changing 
age profile and size of congregations, the availability of 
leadership, and the burden of property maintenance. 
Some of the opportunities include growing in ways of 
worship, witness and service that are already being 
experimented with, listening for where God’s Spirit is 
inviting us to reach out in faith, love and hope. 
Our vision is summed up as Following Christ, walking 
together as First and Second Peoples, seeking community, 
compassion and justice for all creation. 
A letter from the Moderator, David Fotheringham, 
providing more detail can be obtained from the office. 
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WUC Newsle er 
Send information for inclusion to the Editor at 
robert.renton@bigpond.com or Neil Tolliday 
on 0402 817 673. 

Bank Account & Boom Gate (0459#) 
BSB 083-909 A/c 516109795 

To book facili es at WUC: 
Email: (Elizabeth B) 
bookings@crossroadsunitingchurch.org.au  

Samoan service The Samoan language service 
is held every 3rd Sunday at 4pm in the church. 
All welcome. 
 



 

OSLO 25th February—book now 
We’re starting the year at the Phoenix Hotel 40 Wallace 
Avenue Point Cook—no seniors meals but reasonable 
prices. Book with Elaine or Lorna  before Thursday 22 
February, please. All are very welcome! 

Where are the memorials? 
Where are Australia’s memorials to the fallen First 
Nations people? 

Recently I sat in Electra Street Uniting Church, 
Williamstown and looked up at large ornate wooden 
memorial plaques dedicated to the soldiers of two 
world wars. 
My two brothers, Alan and Brian have their names and 
service recorded on an honour board in Meeniyan 
Uniting Church, South Gippsland.  
Many churches throughout Australia followed the civil 
religion’s remembrance of young men killed in fighting 
foreign wars, evidenced by granite columns and statues 
in public places, such as Station Place, Werribee. 
Henry Reynolds, writing in Why Weren’t We Told? 
(Penguin books 1999) records the documentary 
evidence gathered to verify the reality of frontier 
violence and Aboriginal resistance during the first 
century of invasion and occupation by settler 
Europeans.  His examination of school texts and 
histories of Australia written by academic historians 
shows that up to the 1960s, Aboriginal presence in this 
country was ignored.   
There was no peaceful settlement but violent 
encounters in every part of this country.   
The map of this country is sprinkled with European 
names carrying a sinister message: “Murdering Plains, 
Fighting Hills, Skeleton Creek, Convincing Ground.”  
The memory of wars fought between invading settlers 
and Aborigines has been expunged, replaced by a great 
silence.  
I note that to date  the Australian War Memorial in 
Canberra has refused to acknowledge the more than 
20,000 deaths of blacks and whites during the struggle 
for seizure of Country occupied by blacks for more 
than 60,000 years. 
Why weren’t we told; and why is there hateful 
resistance to telling the truth? 

I remember sitting in St Andrews 
Presbyterian Church, Queenscliff as 
a teenager, looking at the memorial 
tablet to the Rev. James Clow, 
(pictured) a pioneer Christian 
minister who seized 140 acres of 
land in 1839 from the custodians of 
Country that he called “Oakhill” 
near Point Lonsdale.  Clow then 

occupied 36 square miles of land he called “Tirhatuan”  
near Dandenong.  What happened to Clow’s 
dispossessed blacks, denied their food sources?  Where 
is their memorial? 
Australia’s occupation demands truthfulness. (NT) 

An important occasion 

Last Sunday’s celebration of the joining of our two 
former congregations to create this Werribee Uniting 
congregation was an important occasion that will have 
continuing and valuable ramifications for our joint life. 
The new church council  has a vital role to play in 
setting new directions in response to God’s call, and 
prayerful support from every member of the 
congregation is needed. 

Faithful Futures Project 

Our Synod is working to prepare the Church for the 
next 10–15 years. There are common challenges and 
opportunities for the Church across Victoria and 
Tasmania. Some of the challenges include the changing 
age profile and size of congregations, the availability of 
leadership, and the burden of property maintenance. 
Some of the opportunities include growing in ways of 
worship, witness and service that are already being 
experimented with, listening for where God’s Spirit is 
inviting us to reach out in faith, love and hope. 
Our vision is summed up as Following Christ, walking 
together as First and Second Peoples, seeking community, 
compassion and justice for all creation. 
A letter from the Moderator, David Fotheringham, 
providing more detail can be obtained from the office. 



  Werribee Uniting Church 
We acknowledge the people of the Kulin alliance, the original custodians of the land which was never ceded and on which our 

buildings for worship stand and we gather. 
 

18 February 2024: Lent 1 
Musings from Rev. Mark Dunn 
Ask anyone who grew up Catholic what they’re doing for Lent and 

they’ll probably tell you what they’re “giving 
up”.  The notion of giving up some pleasure 
for the 40 days of Lent is very much in 
keeping with the penitential character of the 
season.   
The primary pillars of Lent for all Christians 

are prayer, fasting, and sacrificial giving.  These are intended to 
turn our hearts back to God, to purify us and prepare us for the 
celebration of Christ’s resurrection at Easter.  One of the things 
that the whole Church gives up for Lent is the acclamation 
“Alleluia”.   
I really like the Pope’s list - in fact I’m becoming a bit of a fan of 
this Pope: Do you want to fast for this Lent? 

 Fast from hurting words and say kind words. 
 Fast from sadness and be filled with gratitude. 
 Fast from anger and be filled with patience. 
 Fast from pessimism and be filled with hope. 
 Fast from worries and trust in God. 
 Fast from complaints and contemplate simplicity. 
 Fast from pressures and be prayerful. 
 Fast from bitterness and fill your heart with joy. 
 Fast from selfishness and be considerate to others. 
 Fast from grudges and be reconciled. 
 Fast from words and be silent so you can listen. 

Some years I’ve been too ambitious with my goals and then been 
deflated when I’ve not been able to keep that discipline.   

So, this year, I’m trying a different tack.  For Lent, 
I’m trying to give up a grudge that I’ve been quietly 
carrying around for a while.  I’ve also given up lifts 
and escalators, as an occasional reminder of my 
tendency to take the easy path.  Time will tell, but I 
think I might make it all the way to Easter this year.  
How about you? 

Grace & peace as you live out your Lenten choices, Mark 

An invita on from Belmont Uni ng Church 
We would like to extend to the congregation at Werribee our 
invitation to attend the induction of the Rev. Annetia Goldsmith 
today at 2pm at the church at 42 Thomson Street, Belmont. We 
have been holding your congregation in our prayers and hope the 
process of calling a new minister will begin smoothly soon. 
 

If someone has a copy of TiS - the full Harmony Edition - to lend 
or sell to our music team – please talk with Rev.Mark or contact 
Angela Murnane: amurnane2020@gmail.com 

TODAY AND NEXT WEEK 
 Worship services 
18 February (Lent 1): Audrey Kateena 
25 Februry (Lent 2): Rev. Mark Dunn 

Bible readings 
Today: Genesis 9:8–17; Psalm 25:1–10; 1 Peter 
3:18–22; Mark 1:9–15 
Next week: Genesis 17:1–5, 15–16; Psalm 
22:23–31; Romans 4:13–25; Mark 6:31–38 

What’s on this week 
Monday: 9.30am Playgroup; 7pm Boys & Girls 
Brigade at Dreambuilders Church 
Monday: 7pm Church Council Meeting 
Tuesday: 11.30am Bible Discussion & Lunch 
Wednesday: 10am Property Committee;  
Thursday: 9.30am Gardening Group 
 

Rosters 18 February (& 25 Feb) 
Greetings: Margaret D (Elizabeth B) 
Audiovisual: Noel S (Christian R-K) 
Morning Tea: Margaret F & Asanka  
(Myra K & Christine M) 
Flowers: Elaine B (Mary D) 
Music: Tracey S (Asanka P) 
Prayers: Site T (Elizabeth B) 
Reader: Elaine B (TBA) 

Werribee UC on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/62198774
7878234/ 

Church office 
Open Monday to Friday 9.30am–12noon. 
Phone 97411084 Email 
office@crossroadsunitingchurch.org.au 

WUC Newsle er 
Send information for inclusion to the Editor at 
robert.renton@bigpond.com or Neil Tolliday 
on 0402 817 673. 

Bank Account & Boom Gate (0459#) 
BSB 083-909 A/c 516109795 

To book facili es at WUC: 
Email: (Elizabeth B) 
bookings@crossroadsunitingchurch.org.au  

Samoan service The Samoan language service 
is held every 3rd Sunday at 4pm in the church. 
All welcome. 
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evidence gathered to verify the reality of frontier 
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Europeans.  His examination of school texts and 
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dispossessed blacks, denied their food sources?  Where 
is their memorial? 
Australia’s occupation demands truthfulness. (NT) 
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Last Sunday’s celebration of the joining of our two 
former congregations to create this Werribee Uniting 
congregation was an important occasion that will have 
continuing and valuable ramifications for our joint life. 
The new church council  has a vital role to play in 
setting new directions in response to God’s call, and 
prayerful support from every member of the 
congregation is needed. 

Faithful Futures Project 

Our Synod is working to prepare the Church for the 
next 10–15 years. There are common challenges and 
opportunities for the Church across Victoria and 
Tasmania. Some of the challenges include the changing 
age profile and size of congregations, the availability of 
leadership, and the burden of property maintenance. 
Some of the opportunities include growing in ways of 
worship, witness and service that are already being 
experimented with, listening for where God’s Spirit is 
inviting us to reach out in faith, love and hope. 
Our vision is summed up as Following Christ, walking 
together as First and Second Peoples, seeking community, 
compassion and justice for all creation. 
A letter from the Moderator, David Fotheringham, 
providing more detail can be obtained from the office. 


