
  Werribee Uniting Church 
We acknowledge the people of the Kulin alliance, the original custodians of the land which was never ceded and on which our 

buildings for worship stand and we gather. 
 

14 December 2025:  Advent 3

Christmas Bowl 
Our church supports the Christmas Bowl appeal every 
year.  
Around the world, more families than ever are being 
forced from their homes by conflict and climate disasters. 
From Gaza to the Pacific, from Ethiopia to Pakistan, 
people are searching for safety and belonging. Through 
the Christmas Bowl, our church community can stand 
alongside them, offering practical support and a powerful 
reminder that they are not forgotten. 
Every gift matters. What you donate, whether large or 
small, helps meet urgent needs and continues a legacy of 
compassion. Together, through the Christmas Bowl, we 
can shine Christ’s light into some of the darkest places in 
our world. 
Thank you for your willingness to consider donating. 
The Christmas Bowl is the Christmas Appeal of Act for 
Peace, the international humanitarian agency of the 
National Council of Churches in Australia. Gifts of $2 and 
over are tax deductible. 

 
Eko, a farmer in Indonesia, was facing constant devasting 
floods due to unpredictable weather. This made farming 
almost impossible. He and his community have been 
taught new farming methods that have helped them to 
adapt to the realities of a changing climate. 
Please donate by Christmas. Last day of the appeal is 
Sunday 28th December. (Sandra Savory) 

Ways you can donate: 

 Use the Christmas Bowl envelopes available at 
church (for cash, cheque or credit card)—put in 
offering bowl, or our Christmas Bowl, or post 

 Put your cash donation in our own special 
wooden Christmas Bowl at the back of the 
church 

 Donate online at 
christmasbowl.actforpeace.org.au     Please make 
sure to donate under our church’s name. 

 Scan the QR code on the Christmas Bowl posters 
in the church foyer to go directly to our church’s 
donation page on the website. 

TODAY AND NEXT WEEK 
Worship services 
14 December: Ms Diane Wookey 
21 December: Rev. Angela Tampiyappa 
For Pastoral Care: Please contact Raymond 
Surujpal, convenor of the pastoral care team on: 
0432 619 184 

Bible readings 
This week:  Isaiah 35:1–10; Psalm 146:5–10; 
James 5:7–10; Matthew 11:2–11 
Next week: Isaiah 7:20–16; Psalm 80:1–7, 17–
19; Romans 1:1–7; Matthew 1:18–25 

What’s on this week 
Monday: 9.30am Playgroup 
Tuesday: 9.30am Bible Study 
Wednesday: 9.30am Property Group 
Thursday: 9.30am Gardening Group;  
5.45pm Choral Practice 
Friday: 6pm Youth Group 
 

Rosters 14 December (21 December) 
Greetings: Judy Khor (Deb Cochran) 
Audiovisual: Noel Savory (Jacob Lewis) 
Morning Tea: Site Tupua (Jan Bradley & Julie 
Hamilton) 
Music:  Gina Lee (Wendy Barnes) 
Prayers: Lauina Levave (Margaret Bull) 
Reader:  Bev Lambie (Paul Cochran) 

Werribee UC on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/621987747
878234/ 

Church office 
Open 9.30am to 12 noon. Phone 97411084 
Email office@werribeeunitingchurch.org.au 

WUC NewsleƩer 
Send information for inclusion to the Editor at 
robert.renton@bigpond.com or 0427 812 606. 

Bank Account & Boom Gate (0459#) 
BSB 083-909 A/c 516109795 

To book faciliƟes at WUC: 
Email: (Elizabeth Barnes) 
bookings@werribeeunitingchurch.org.au  

Samoan service (resumes next year) 
3rd Sunday, 4pm, in the Church: All welcome. 



 

Carols service tonight 
All are welcome to come and celebrate the Christmas 
season at our annual Carols Service tonight at 7pm. 
Hear the Christmas story presented through scripture 
readings and the singing of carols.  
(Margaret Bull) 

Office & NewsleƩer holidays 
The Church Office will be closing on Friday December 
19 2025, and reopening on Thursday 29 January 2026. 

The last newsletter for the year will be for Sunday 
December 21 2025 (next week) and the first one for the 
new year will be for Sunday 1 February 2026. There will 
be a roster list for the whole period in next week’s 
newsletter. 

SaƟsh Kumar 
Reading Disarming Times, the December 2025 publication 
of Pax Christi, I came across this story by Fr Claude 
Mostowik that I thought was worth repeating. (Ed.) 
In 1962, Satish Kumar and a companion set off from 
India on a peace walk that took him to Moscow, Paris, 
London and Washington DC as well as the mountains of 
Afghanistan, the deserts of Iran, along the Black Sea, 
through the frigid Russian winter, and a politically divided 
Germany. He covered a remarkable distance without a 
single rupee. He wanted to journey from Mahatma 
Gandhi’s grave to Washington until he discovered that 
John F. Kennedy has been assassinated in the meantime 
and thus wanted to go to his grave. People of all 
ethnicities, religions, classes and dogmas offered 
hospitality to these two curious young Indian men. Satish 
chanted over and over the Sanskrit dictum ‘so hum’ (‘you 
are, therefore I am’), a recognition of the ultimate 
connectedness of all things.  
These two young Indians were offered hospitality by 
people of all ethnicities, religions, classes and dogmas. 
When people realize that in all the diversity and 
differences we see of nationalities, of religions, of cultures, 
of languages, are all beautiful diversities, they are 
superficial. Deep down we share the same humanity, the 
global humanity. 
Kumar went through many different cultures—Muslim 
religion, Jewish religion, Christians, Hindus, Buddhists, 
Russians, Americans, European, Asians, Blacks, Whites, 
Browns, Socialists, Communists. When one digs deep, and 
touch the humanity, the same humanity is everywhere. 
But to discover that unity, one must be free of prejudice. 
He said that if he went waving the Indian flag, he would 
have met a Pakistani. If he went proclaiming Hinduism as 
the supreme religion, he would meet a Christian or a 
Muslim proclaiming that he got it wrong. If he went as a 
Socialist, he would have met a capitalist. If he went as a 
brown man, he would have met a black man or white 
man. I went as a human being; I met only human beings. 
From Wikipedia (by Luke Hancock) 

Satish Kumar (born 9 August 
1936) is an Indian British activist 
and speaker. He has been a Jain 
monk, nuclear disarmament 
advocate and pacifist. Now living 
in England, Kumar is founder 
and Director of Programmes of 

the Schumacher College international centre for ecological 
studies, and is Editor Emeritus of Resurgence & Ecologist 
magazine. His most notable accomplishment is the 
completion, together with a companion, E. P. Menon, of 
a peace walk of over 8,000 miles in June 1962 for two and 
a half years, from New Delhi to Moscow, Paris, London, 
and Washington, D.C., the capitals of the world's earliest 
nuclear-armed countries. He insists that reverence for 
nature should be at the heart of every political and social 
debate. 
Defending criticism that his goals are unrealistic, he has 
said, 
“Look at what realists have done for us. They have led us 
to war and climate change, poverty on an unimaginable 
scale, and wholesale ecological destruction. Half of 
humanity goes to bed hungry because of all the realistic 
leaders in the world. I tell people who call me "unrealistic" 
to show me what their realism has done. Realism is an 
outdated, overplayed and wholly exaggerated concept.” 
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can shine Christ’s light into some of the darkest places in 
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Eko, a farmer in Indonesia, was facing constant devasting 
floods due to unpredictable weather. This made farming 
almost impossible. He and his community have been 
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Ways you can donate: 
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Worship services 
14 December: Ms Diane Wookey 
21 December: Rev. Angela Tampiyappa 
For Pastoral Care: Please contact Raymond 
Surujpal, convenor of the pastoral care team on: 
0432 619 184 

Bible readings 
This week:  Isaiah 35:1–10; Psalm 146:5–10; 
James 5:7–10; Matthew 11:2–11 
Next week: Isaiah 7:20–16; Psalm 80:1–7, 17–
19; Romans 1:1–7; Matthew 1:18–25 

What’s on this week 
Monday: 9.30am Playgroup 
Tuesday: 9.30am Bible Study 
Wednesday: 9.30am Property Group 
Thursday: 9.30am Gardening Group;  
5.45pm Choral Practice 
Friday: 6pm Youth Group 
 

Rosters 14 December (21 December) 
Greetings: Judy Khor (Deb Cochran) 
Audiovisual: Noel Savory (Jacob Lewis) 
Morning Tea: Site Tupua (Jan Bradley & Julie 
Hamilton) 
Music:  Gina Lee (Wendy Barnes) 
Prayers: Lauina Levave (Margaret Bull) 
Reader:  Bev Lambie (Paul Cochran) 

Werribee UC on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/621987747
878234/ 

Church office 
Open 9.30am to 12 noon. Phone 97411084 
Email office@werribeeunitingchurch.org.au 

WUC NewsleƩer 
Send information for inclusion to the Editor at 
robert.renton@bigpond.com or 0427 812 606. 

Bank Account & Boom Gate (0459#) 
BSB 083-909 A/c 516109795 

To book faciliƟes at WUC: 
Email: (Elizabeth Barnes) 
bookings@werribeeunitingchurch.org.au  

Samoan service (resumes next year) 
3rd Sunday, 4pm, in the Church: All welcome. 



 

Carols service tonight 
All are welcome to come and celebrate the Christmas 
season at our annual Carols Service tonight at 7pm. 
Hear the Christmas story presented through scripture 
readings and the singing of carols.  
(Margaret Bull) 

Office & NewsleƩer holidays 
The Church Office will be closing on Friday December 
19 2025, and reopening on Thursday 29 January 2026. 

The last newsletter for the year will be for Sunday 
December 21 2025 (next week) and the first one for the 
new year will be for Sunday 1 February 2026. There will 
be a roster list for the whole period in next week’s 
newsletter. 

SaƟsh Kumar 
Reading Disarming Times, the December 2025 publication 
of Pax Christi, I came across this story by Fr Claude 
Mostowik that I thought was worth repeating. (Ed.) 
In 1962, Satish Kumar and a companion set off from 
India on a peace walk that took him to Moscow, Paris, 
London and Washington DC as well as the mountains of 
Afghanistan, the deserts of Iran, along the Black Sea, 
through the frigid Russian winter, and a politically divided 
Germany. He covered a remarkable distance without a 
single rupee. He wanted to journey from Mahatma 
Gandhi’s grave to Washington until he discovered that 
John F. Kennedy has been assassinated in the meantime 
and thus wanted to go to his grave. People of all 
ethnicities, religions, classes and dogmas offered 
hospitality to these two curious young Indian men. Satish 
chanted over and over the Sanskrit dictum ‘so hum’ (‘you 
are, therefore I am’), a recognition of the ultimate 
connectedness of all things.  
These two young Indians were offered hospitality by 
people of all ethnicities, religions, classes and dogmas. 
When people realize that in all the diversity and 
differences we see of nationalities, of religions, of cultures, 
of languages, are all beautiful diversities, they are 
superficial. Deep down we share the same humanity, the 
global humanity. 
Kumar went through many different cultures—Muslim 
religion, Jewish religion, Christians, Hindus, Buddhists, 
Russians, Americans, European, Asians, Blacks, Whites, 
Browns, Socialists, Communists. When one digs deep, and 
touch the humanity, the same humanity is everywhere. 
But to discover that unity, one must be free of prejudice. 
He said that if he went waving the Indian flag, he would 
have met a Pakistani. If he went proclaiming Hinduism as 
the supreme religion, he would meet a Christian or a 
Muslim proclaiming that he got it wrong. If he went as a 
Socialist, he would have met a capitalist. If he went as a 
brown man, he would have met a black man or white 
man. I went as a human being; I met only human beings. 
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superficial. Deep down we share the same humanity, the 
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touch the humanity, the same humanity is everywhere. 
But to discover that unity, one must be free of prejudice. 
He said that if he went waving the Indian flag, he would 
have met a Pakistani. If he went proclaiming Hinduism as 
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Muslim proclaiming that he got it wrong. If he went as a 
Socialist, he would have met a capitalist. If he went as a 
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humanity goes to bed hungry because of all the realistic 
leaders in the world. I tell people who call me "unrealistic" 
to show me what their realism has done. Realism is an 
outdated, overplayed and wholly exaggerated concept.” 
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almost impossible. He and his community have been 
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Audiovisual: Noel Savory (Jacob Lewis) 
Morning Tea: Site Tupua (Jan Bradley & Julie 
Hamilton) 
Music:  Gina Lee (Wendy Barnes) 
Prayers: Lauina Levave (Margaret Bull) 
Reader:  Bev Lambie (Paul Cochran) 

Werribee UC on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/621987747
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ethnicities, religions, classes and dogmas offered 
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The last newsletter for the year will be for Sunday 
December 21 2025 (next week) and the first one for the 
new year will be for Sunday 1 February 2026. There will 
be a roster list for the whole period in next week’s 
newsletter. 

SaƟsh Kumar 
Reading Disarming Times, the December 2025 publication 
of Pax Christi, I came across this story by Fr Claude 
Mostowik that I thought was worth repeating. (Ed.) 
In 1962, Satish Kumar and a companion set off from 
India on a peace walk that took him to Moscow, Paris, 
London and Washington DC as well as the mountains of 
Afghanistan, the deserts of Iran, along the Black Sea, 
through the frigid Russian winter, and a politically divided 
Germany. He covered a remarkable distance without a 
single rupee. He wanted to journey from Mahatma 
Gandhi’s grave to Washington until he discovered that 
John F. Kennedy has been assassinated in the meantime 
and thus wanted to go to his grave. People of all 
ethnicities, religions, classes and dogmas offered 
hospitality to these two curious young Indian men. Satish 
chanted over and over the Sanskrit dictum ‘so hum’ (‘you 
are, therefore I am’), a recognition of the ultimate 
connectedness of all things.  
These two young Indians were offered hospitality by 
people of all ethnicities, religions, classes and dogmas. 
When people realize that in all the diversity and 
differences we see of nationalities, of religions, of cultures, 
of languages, are all beautiful diversities, they are 
superficial. Deep down we share the same humanity, the 
global humanity. 
Kumar went through many different cultures—Muslim 
religion, Jewish religion, Christians, Hindus, Buddhists, 
Russians, Americans, European, Asians, Blacks, Whites, 
Browns, Socialists, Communists. When one digs deep, and 
touch the humanity, the same humanity is everywhere. 
But to discover that unity, one must be free of prejudice. 
He said that if he went waving the Indian flag, he would 
have met a Pakistani. If he went proclaiming Hinduism as 
the supreme religion, he would meet a Christian or a 
Muslim proclaiming that he got it wrong. If he went as a 
Socialist, he would have met a capitalist. If he went as a 
brown man, he would have met a black man or white 
man. I went as a human being; I met only human beings. 
From Wikipedia (by Luke Hancock) 

Satish Kumar (born 9 August 
1936) is an Indian British activist 
and speaker. He has been a Jain 
monk, nuclear disarmament 
advocate and pacifist. Now living 
in England, Kumar is founder 
and Director of Programmes of 

the Schumacher College international centre for ecological 
studies, and is Editor Emeritus of Resurgence & Ecologist 
magazine. His most notable accomplishment is the 
completion, together with a companion, E. P. Menon, of 
a peace walk of over 8,000 miles in June 1962 for two and 
a half years, from New Delhi to Moscow, Paris, London, 
and Washington, D.C., the capitals of the world's earliest 
nuclear-armed countries. He insists that reverence for 
nature should be at the heart of every political and social 
debate. 
Defending criticism that his goals are unrealistic, he has 
said, 
“Look at what realists have done for us. They have led us 
to war and climate change, poverty on an unimaginable 
scale, and wholesale ecological destruction. Half of 
humanity goes to bed hungry because of all the realistic 
leaders in the world. I tell people who call me "unrealistic" 
to show me what their realism has done. Realism is an 
outdated, overplayed and wholly exaggerated concept.” 
 

 
 



  Werribee Uniting Church 
We acknowledge the people of the Kulin alliance, the original custodians of the land which was never ceded and on which our 

buildings for worship stand and we gather. 
 

14 December 2025:  Advent 3

Christmas Bowl 
Our church supports the Christmas Bowl appeal every 
year.  
Around the world, more families than ever are being 
forced from their homes by conflict and climate disasters. 
From Gaza to the Pacific, from Ethiopia to Pakistan, 
people are searching for safety and belonging. Through 
the Christmas Bowl, our church community can stand 
alongside them, offering practical support and a powerful 
reminder that they are not forgotten. 
Every gift matters. What you donate, whether large or 
small, helps meet urgent needs and continues a legacy of 
compassion. Together, through the Christmas Bowl, we 
can shine Christ’s light into some of the darkest places in 
our world. 
Thank you for your willingness to consider donating. 
The Christmas Bowl is the Christmas Appeal of Act for 
Peace, the international humanitarian agency of the 
National Council of Churches in Australia. Gifts of $2 and 
over are tax deductible. 

 
Eko, a farmer in Indonesia, was facing constant devasting 
floods due to unpredictable weather. This made farming 
almost impossible. He and his community have been 
taught new farming methods that have helped them to 
adapt to the realities of a changing climate. 
Please donate by Christmas. Last day of the appeal is 
Sunday 28th December. (Sandra Savory) 

Ways you can donate: 

 Use the Christmas Bowl envelopes available at 
church (for cash, cheque or credit card)—put in 
offering bowl, or our Christmas Bowl, or post 

 Put your cash donation in our own special 
wooden Christmas Bowl at the back of the 
church 

 Donate online at 
christmasbowl.actforpeace.org.au     Please make 
sure to donate under our church’s name. 

 Scan the QR code on the Christmas Bowl posters 
in the church foyer to go directly to our church’s 
donation page on the website. 

TODAY AND NEXT WEEK 
Worship services 
14 December: Ms Diane Wookey 
21 December: Rev. Angela Tampiyappa 
For Pastoral Care: Please contact Raymond 
Surujpal, convenor of the pastoral care team on: 
0432 619 184 

Bible readings 
This week:  Isaiah 35:1–10; Psalm 146:5–10; 
James 5:7–10; Matthew 11:2–11 
Next week: Isaiah 7:20–16; Psalm 80:1–7, 17–
19; Romans 1:1–7; Matthew 1:18–25 

What’s on this week 
Monday: 9.30am Playgroup 
Tuesday: 9.30am Bible Study 
Wednesday: 9.30am Property Group 
Thursday: 9.30am Gardening Group;  
5.45pm Choral Practice 
Friday: 6pm Youth Group 
 

Rosters 14 December (21 December) 
Greetings: Judy Khor (Deb Cochran) 
Audiovisual: Noel Savory (Jacob Lewis) 
Morning Tea: Site Tupua (Jan Bradley & Julie 
Hamilton) 
Music:  Gina Lee (Wendy Barnes) 
Prayers: Lauina Levave (Margaret Bull) 
Reader:  Bev Lambie (Paul Cochran) 

Werribee UC on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/621987747
878234/ 

Church office 
Open 9.30am to 12 noon. Phone 97411084 
Email office@werribeeunitingchurch.org.au 

WUC NewsleƩer 
Send information for inclusion to the Editor at 
robert.renton@bigpond.com or 0427 812 606. 

Bank Account & Boom Gate (0459#) 
BSB 083-909 A/c 516109795 

To book faciliƟes at WUC: 
Email: (Elizabeth Barnes) 
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Morning Tea: Site Tupua (Jan Bradley & Julie 
Hamilton) 
Music:  Gina Lee (Wendy Barnes) 
Prayers: Lauina Levave (Margaret Bull) 
Reader:  Bev Lambie (Paul Cochran) 

Werribee UC on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/621987747
878234/ 

Church office 
Open 9.30am to 12 noon. Phone 97411084 
Email office@werribeeunitingchurch.org.au 

WUC NewsleƩer 
Send information for inclusion to the Editor at 
robert.renton@bigpond.com or 0427 812 606. 

Bank Account & Boom Gate (0459#) 
BSB 083-909 A/c 516109795 

To book faciliƟes at WUC: 
Email: (Elizabeth Barnes) 
bookings@werribeeunitingchurch.org.au  

Samoan service (resumes next year) 
3rd Sunday, 4pm, in the Church: All welcome. 



 

Carols service tonight 
All are welcome to come and celebrate the Christmas 
season at our annual Carols Service tonight at 7pm. 
Hear the Christmas story presented through scripture 
readings and the singing of carols.  
(Margaret Bull) 

Office & NewsleƩer holidays 
The Church Office will be closing on Friday December 
19 2025, and reopening on Thursday 29 January 2026. 

The last newsletter for the year will be for Sunday 
December 21 2025 (next week) and the first one for the 
new year will be for Sunday 1 February 2026. There will 
be a roster list for the whole period in next week’s 
newsletter. 

SaƟsh Kumar 
Reading Disarming Times, the December 2025 publication 
of Pax Christi, I came across this story by Fr Claude 
Mostowik that I thought was worth repeating. (Ed.) 
In 1962, Satish Kumar and a companion set off from 
India on a peace walk that took him to Moscow, Paris, 
London and Washington DC as well as the mountains of 
Afghanistan, the deserts of Iran, along the Black Sea, 
through the frigid Russian winter, and a politically divided 
Germany. He covered a remarkable distance without a 
single rupee. He wanted to journey from Mahatma 
Gandhi’s grave to Washington until he discovered that 
John F. Kennedy has been assassinated in the meantime 
and thus wanted to go to his grave. People of all 
ethnicities, religions, classes and dogmas offered 
hospitality to these two curious young Indian men. Satish 
chanted over and over the Sanskrit dictum ‘so hum’ (‘you 
are, therefore I am’), a recognition of the ultimate 
connectedness of all things.  
These two young Indians were offered hospitality by 
people of all ethnicities, religions, classes and dogmas. 
When people realize that in all the diversity and 
differences we see of nationalities, of religions, of cultures, 
of languages, are all beautiful diversities, they are 
superficial. Deep down we share the same humanity, the 
global humanity. 
Kumar went through many different cultures—Muslim 
religion, Jewish religion, Christians, Hindus, Buddhists, 
Russians, Americans, European, Asians, Blacks, Whites, 
Browns, Socialists, Communists. When one digs deep, and 
touch the humanity, the same humanity is everywhere. 
But to discover that unity, one must be free of prejudice. 
He said that if he went waving the Indian flag, he would 
have met a Pakistani. If he went proclaiming Hinduism as 
the supreme religion, he would meet a Christian or a 
Muslim proclaiming that he got it wrong. If he went as a 
Socialist, he would have met a capitalist. If he went as a 
brown man, he would have met a black man or white 
man. I went as a human being; I met only human beings. 
From Wikipedia (by Luke Hancock) 

Satish Kumar (born 9 August 
1936) is an Indian British activist 
and speaker. He has been a Jain 
monk, nuclear disarmament 
advocate and pacifist. Now living 
in England, Kumar is founder 
and Director of Programmes of 

the Schumacher College international centre for ecological 
studies, and is Editor Emeritus of Resurgence & Ecologist 
magazine. His most notable accomplishment is the 
completion, together with a companion, E. P. Menon, of 
a peace walk of over 8,000 miles in June 1962 for two and 
a half years, from New Delhi to Moscow, Paris, London, 
and Washington, D.C., the capitals of the world's earliest 
nuclear-armed countries. He insists that reverence for 
nature should be at the heart of every political and social 
debate. 
Defending criticism that his goals are unrealistic, he has 
said, 
“Look at what realists have done for us. They have led us 
to war and climate change, poverty on an unimaginable 
scale, and wholesale ecological destruction. Half of 
humanity goes to bed hungry because of all the realistic 
leaders in the world. I tell people who call me "unrealistic" 
to show me what their realism has done. Realism is an 
outdated, overplayed and wholly exaggerated concept.” 
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We acknowledge the people of the Kulin alliance, the original custodians of the land which was never ceded and on which our 
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14 December 2025:  Advent 3

Christmas Bowl 
Our church supports the Christmas Bowl appeal every 
year.  
Around the world, more families than ever are being 
forced from their homes by conflict and climate disasters. 
From Gaza to the Pacific, from Ethiopia to Pakistan, 
people are searching for safety and belonging. Through 
the Christmas Bowl, our church community can stand 
alongside them, offering practical support and a powerful 
reminder that they are not forgotten. 
Every gift matters. What you donate, whether large or 
small, helps meet urgent needs and continues a legacy of 
compassion. Together, through the Christmas Bowl, we 
can shine Christ’s light into some of the darkest places in 
our world. 
Thank you for your willingness to consider donating. 
The Christmas Bowl is the Christmas Appeal of Act for 
Peace, the international humanitarian agency of the 
National Council of Churches in Australia. Gifts of $2 and 
over are tax deductible. 

 
Eko, a farmer in Indonesia, was facing constant devasting 
floods due to unpredictable weather. This made farming 
almost impossible. He and his community have been 
taught new farming methods that have helped them to 
adapt to the realities of a changing climate. 
Please donate by Christmas. Last day of the appeal is 
Sunday 28th December. (Sandra Savory) 

Ways you can donate: 

 Use the Christmas Bowl envelopes available at 
church (for cash, cheque or credit card)—put in 
offering bowl, or our Christmas Bowl, or post 

 Put your cash donation in our own special 
wooden Christmas Bowl at the back of the 
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 Donate online at 
christmasbowl.actforpeace.org.au     Please make 
sure to donate under our church’s name. 

 Scan the QR code on the Christmas Bowl posters 
in the church foyer to go directly to our church’s 
donation page on the website. 
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This week:  Isaiah 35:1–10; Psalm 146:5–10; 
James 5:7–10; Matthew 11:2–11 
Next week: Isaiah 7:20–16; Psalm 80:1–7, 17–
19; Romans 1:1–7; Matthew 1:18–25 

What’s on this week 
Monday: 9.30am Playgroup 
Tuesday: 9.30am Bible Study 
Wednesday: 9.30am Property Group 
Thursday: 9.30am Gardening Group;  
5.45pm Choral Practice 
Friday: 6pm Youth Group 
 

Rosters 14 December (21 December) 
Greetings: Judy Khor (Deb Cochran) 
Audiovisual: Noel Savory (Jacob Lewis) 
Morning Tea: Site Tupua (Jan Bradley & Julie 
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Music:  Gina Lee (Wendy Barnes) 
Prayers: Lauina Levave (Margaret Bull) 
Reader:  Bev Lambie (Paul Cochran) 
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/621987747
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Church office 
Open 9.30am to 12 noon. Phone 97411084 
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WUC NewsleƩer 
Send information for inclusion to the Editor at 
robert.renton@bigpond.com or 0427 812 606. 

Bank Account & Boom Gate (0459#) 
BSB 083-909 A/c 516109795 

To book faciliƟes at WUC: 
Email: (Elizabeth Barnes) 
bookings@werribeeunitingchurch.org.au  

Samoan service (resumes next year) 
3rd Sunday, 4pm, in the Church: All welcome. 



 

Carols service tonight 
All are welcome to come and celebrate the Christmas 
season at our annual Carols Service tonight at 7pm. 
Hear the Christmas story presented through scripture 
readings and the singing of carols.  
(Margaret Bull) 

Office & NewsleƩer holidays 
The Church Office will be closing on Friday December 
19 2025, and reopening on Thursday 29 January 2026. 

The last newsletter for the year will be for Sunday 
December 21 2025 (next week) and the first one for the 
new year will be for Sunday 1 February 2026. There will 
be a roster list for the whole period in next week’s 
newsletter. 

SaƟsh Kumar 
Reading Disarming Times, the December 2025 publication 
of Pax Christi, I came across this story by Fr Claude 
Mostowik that I thought was worth repeating. (Ed.) 
In 1962, Satish Kumar and a companion set off from 
India on a peace walk that took him to Moscow, Paris, 
London and Washington DC as well as the mountains of 
Afghanistan, the deserts of Iran, along the Black Sea, 
through the frigid Russian winter, and a politically divided 
Germany. He covered a remarkable distance without a 
single rupee. He wanted to journey from Mahatma 
Gandhi’s grave to Washington until he discovered that 
John F. Kennedy has been assassinated in the meantime 
and thus wanted to go to his grave. People of all 
ethnicities, religions, classes and dogmas offered 
hospitality to these two curious young Indian men. Satish 
chanted over and over the Sanskrit dictum ‘so hum’ (‘you 
are, therefore I am’), a recognition of the ultimate 
connectedness of all things.  
These two young Indians were offered hospitality by 
people of all ethnicities, religions, classes and dogmas. 
When people realize that in all the diversity and 
differences we see of nationalities, of religions, of cultures, 
of languages, are all beautiful diversities, they are 
superficial. Deep down we share the same humanity, the 
global humanity. 
Kumar went through many different cultures—Muslim 
religion, Jewish religion, Christians, Hindus, Buddhists, 
Russians, Americans, European, Asians, Blacks, Whites, 
Browns, Socialists, Communists. When one digs deep, and 
touch the humanity, the same humanity is everywhere. 
But to discover that unity, one must be free of prejudice. 
He said that if he went waving the Indian flag, he would 
have met a Pakistani. If he went proclaiming Hinduism as 
the supreme religion, he would meet a Christian or a 
Muslim proclaiming that he got it wrong. If he went as a 
Socialist, he would have met a capitalist. If he went as a 
brown man, he would have met a black man or white 
man. I went as a human being; I met only human beings. 
From Wikipedia (by Luke Hancock) 
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1936) is an Indian British activist 
and speaker. He has been a Jain 
monk, nuclear disarmament 
advocate and pacifist. Now living 
in England, Kumar is founder 
and Director of Programmes of 
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a peace walk of over 8,000 miles in June 1962 for two and 
a half years, from New Delhi to Moscow, Paris, London, 
and Washington, D.C., the capitals of the world's earliest 
nuclear-armed countries. He insists that reverence for 
nature should be at the heart of every political and social 
debate. 
Defending criticism that his goals are unrealistic, he has 
said, 
“Look at what realists have done for us. They have led us 
to war and climate change, poverty on an unimaginable 
scale, and wholesale ecological destruction. Half of 
humanity goes to bed hungry because of all the realistic 
leaders in the world. I tell people who call me "unrealistic" 
to show me what their realism has done. Realism is an 
outdated, overplayed and wholly exaggerated concept.” 
 

 
 



  Werribee Uniting Church 
We acknowledge the people of the Kulin alliance, the original custodians of the land which was never ceded and on which our 

buildings for worship stand and we gather. 
 

14 December 2025:  Advent 3

Christmas Bowl 
Our church supports the Christmas Bowl appeal every 
year.  
Around the world, more families than ever are being 
forced from their homes by conflict and climate disasters. 
From Gaza to the Pacific, from Ethiopia to Pakistan, 
people are searching for safety and belonging. Through 
the Christmas Bowl, our church community can stand 
alongside them, offering practical support and a powerful 
reminder that they are not forgotten. 
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small, helps meet urgent needs and continues a legacy of 
compassion. Together, through the Christmas Bowl, we 
can shine Christ’s light into some of the darkest places in 
our world. 
Thank you for your willingness to consider donating. 
The Christmas Bowl is the Christmas Appeal of Act for 
Peace, the international humanitarian agency of the 
National Council of Churches in Australia. Gifts of $2 and 
over are tax deductible. 
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Email: (Elizabeth Barnes) 
bookings@werribeeunitingchurch.org.au  

Samoan service (resumes next year) 
3rd Sunday, 4pm, in the Church: All welcome. 



 

Carols service tonight 
All are welcome to come and celebrate the Christmas 
season at our annual Carols Service tonight at 7pm. 
Hear the Christmas story presented through scripture 
readings and the singing of carols.  
(Margaret Bull) 

Office & NewsleƩer holidays 
The Church Office will be closing on Friday December 
19 2025, and reopening on Thursday 29 January 2026. 

The last newsletter for the year will be for Sunday 
December 21 2025 (next week) and the first one for the 
new year will be for Sunday 1 February 2026. There will 
be a roster list for the whole period in next week’s 
newsletter. 

SaƟsh Kumar 
Reading Disarming Times, the December 2025 publication 
of Pax Christi, I came across this story by Fr Claude 
Mostowik that I thought was worth repeating. (Ed.) 
In 1962, Satish Kumar and a companion set off from 
India on a peace walk that took him to Moscow, Paris, 
London and Washington DC as well as the mountains of 
Afghanistan, the deserts of Iran, along the Black Sea, 
through the frigid Russian winter, and a politically divided 
Germany. He covered a remarkable distance without a 
single rupee. He wanted to journey from Mahatma 
Gandhi’s grave to Washington until he discovered that 
John F. Kennedy has been assassinated in the meantime 
and thus wanted to go to his grave. People of all 
ethnicities, religions, classes and dogmas offered 
hospitality to these two curious young Indian men. Satish 
chanted over and over the Sanskrit dictum ‘so hum’ (‘you 
are, therefore I am’), a recognition of the ultimate 
connectedness of all things.  
These two young Indians were offered hospitality by 
people of all ethnicities, religions, classes and dogmas. 
When people realize that in all the diversity and 
differences we see of nationalities, of religions, of cultures, 
of languages, are all beautiful diversities, they are 
superficial. Deep down we share the same humanity, the 
global humanity. 
Kumar went through many different cultures—Muslim 
religion, Jewish religion, Christians, Hindus, Buddhists, 
Russians, Americans, European, Asians, Blacks, Whites, 
Browns, Socialists, Communists. When one digs deep, and 
touch the humanity, the same humanity is everywhere. 
But to discover that unity, one must be free of prejudice. 
He said that if he went waving the Indian flag, he would 
have met a Pakistani. If he went proclaiming Hinduism as 
the supreme religion, he would meet a Christian or a 
Muslim proclaiming that he got it wrong. If he went as a 
Socialist, he would have met a capitalist. If he went as a 
brown man, he would have met a black man or white 
man. I went as a human being; I met only human beings. 
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in England, Kumar is founder 
and Director of Programmes of 

the Schumacher College international centre for ecological 
studies, and is Editor Emeritus of Resurgence & Ecologist 
magazine. His most notable accomplishment is the 
completion, together with a companion, E. P. Menon, of 
a peace walk of over 8,000 miles in June 1962 for two and 
a half years, from New Delhi to Moscow, Paris, London, 
and Washington, D.C., the capitals of the world's earliest 
nuclear-armed countries. He insists that reverence for 
nature should be at the heart of every political and social 
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Defending criticism that his goals are unrealistic, he has 
said, 
“Look at what realists have done for us. They have led us 
to war and climate change, poverty on an unimaginable 
scale, and wholesale ecological destruction. Half of 
humanity goes to bed hungry because of all the realistic 
leaders in the world. I tell people who call me "unrealistic" 
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year.  
Around the world, more families than ever are being 
forced from their homes by conflict and climate disasters. 
From Gaza to the Pacific, from Ethiopia to Pakistan, 
people are searching for safety and belonging. Through 
the Christmas Bowl, our church community can stand 
alongside them, offering practical support and a powerful 
reminder that they are not forgotten. 
Every gift matters. What you donate, whether large or 
small, helps meet urgent needs and continues a legacy of 
compassion. Together, through the Christmas Bowl, we 
can shine Christ’s light into some of the darkest places in 
our world. 
Thank you for your willingness to consider donating. 
The Christmas Bowl is the Christmas Appeal of Act for 
Peace, the international humanitarian agency of the 
National Council of Churches in Australia. Gifts of $2 and 
over are tax deductible. 

 
Eko, a farmer in Indonesia, was facing constant devasting 
floods due to unpredictable weather. This made farming 
almost impossible. He and his community have been 
taught new farming methods that have helped them to 
adapt to the realities of a changing climate. 
Please donate by Christmas. Last day of the appeal is 
Sunday 28th December. (Sandra Savory) 

Ways you can donate: 

 Use the Christmas Bowl envelopes available at 
church (for cash, cheque or credit card)—put in 
offering bowl, or our Christmas Bowl, or post 

 Put your cash donation in our own special 
wooden Christmas Bowl at the back of the 
church 

 Donate online at 
christmasbowl.actforpeace.org.au     Please make 
sure to donate under our church’s name. 

 Scan the QR code on the Christmas Bowl posters 
in the church foyer to go directly to our church’s 
donation page on the website. 

TODAY AND NEXT WEEK 
Worship services 
14 December: Ms Diane Wookey 
21 December: Rev. Angela Tampiyappa 
For Pastoral Care: Please contact Raymond 
Surujpal, convenor of the pastoral care team on: 
0432 619 184 

Bible readings 
This week:  Isaiah 35:1–10; Psalm 146:5–10; 
James 5:7–10; Matthew 11:2–11 
Next week: Isaiah 7:20–16; Psalm 80:1–7, 17–
19; Romans 1:1–7; Matthew 1:18–25 

What’s on this week 
Monday: 9.30am Playgroup 
Tuesday: 9.30am Bible Study 
Wednesday: 9.30am Property Group 
Thursday: 9.30am Gardening Group;  
5.45pm Choral Practice 
Friday: 6pm Youth Group 
 

Rosters 14 December (21 December) 
Greetings: Judy Khor (Deb Cochran) 
Audiovisual: Noel Savory (Jacob Lewis) 
Morning Tea: Site Tupua (Jan Bradley & Julie 
Hamilton) 
Music:  Gina Lee (Wendy Barnes) 
Prayers: Lauina Levave (Margaret Bull) 
Reader:  Bev Lambie (Paul Cochran) 

Werribee UC on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/621987747
878234/ 

Church office 
Open 9.30am to 12 noon. Phone 97411084 
Email office@werribeeunitingchurch.org.au 

WUC NewsleƩer 
Send information for inclusion to the Editor at 
robert.renton@bigpond.com or 0427 812 606. 

Bank Account & Boom Gate (0459#) 
BSB 083-909 A/c 516109795 

To book faciliƟes at WUC: 
Email: (Elizabeth Barnes) 
bookings@werribeeunitingchurch.org.au  

Samoan service (resumes next year) 
3rd Sunday, 4pm, in the Church: All welcome. 



 

Carols service tonight 
All are welcome to come and celebrate the Christmas 
season at our annual Carols Service tonight at 7pm. 
Hear the Christmas story presented through scripture 
readings and the singing of carols.  
(Margaret Bull) 

Office & NewsleƩer holidays 
The Church Office will be closing on Friday December 
19 2025, and reopening on Thursday 29 January 2026. 

The last newsletter for the year will be for Sunday 
December 21 2025 (next week) and the first one for the 
new year will be for Sunday 1 February 2026. There will 
be a roster list for the whole period in next week’s 
newsletter. 

SaƟsh Kumar 
Reading Disarming Times, the December 2025 publication 
of Pax Christi, I came across this story by Fr Claude 
Mostowik that I thought was worth repeating. (Ed.) 
In 1962, Satish Kumar and a companion set off from 
India on a peace walk that took him to Moscow, Paris, 
London and Washington DC as well as the mountains of 
Afghanistan, the deserts of Iran, along the Black Sea, 
through the frigid Russian winter, and a politically divided 
Germany. He covered a remarkable distance without a 
single rupee. He wanted to journey from Mahatma 
Gandhi’s grave to Washington until he discovered that 
John F. Kennedy has been assassinated in the meantime 
and thus wanted to go to his grave. People of all 
ethnicities, religions, classes and dogmas offered 
hospitality to these two curious young Indian men. Satish 
chanted over and over the Sanskrit dictum ‘so hum’ (‘you 
are, therefore I am’), a recognition of the ultimate 
connectedness of all things.  
These two young Indians were offered hospitality by 
people of all ethnicities, religions, classes and dogmas. 
When people realize that in all the diversity and 
differences we see of nationalities, of religions, of cultures, 
of languages, are all beautiful diversities, they are 
superficial. Deep down we share the same humanity, the 
global humanity. 
Kumar went through many different cultures—Muslim 
religion, Jewish religion, Christians, Hindus, Buddhists, 
Russians, Americans, European, Asians, Blacks, Whites, 
Browns, Socialists, Communists. When one digs deep, and 
touch the humanity, the same humanity is everywhere. 
But to discover that unity, one must be free of prejudice. 
He said that if he went waving the Indian flag, he would 
have met a Pakistani. If he went proclaiming Hinduism as 
the supreme religion, he would meet a Christian or a 
Muslim proclaiming that he got it wrong. If he went as a 
Socialist, he would have met a capitalist. If he went as a 
brown man, he would have met a black man or white 
man. I went as a human being; I met only human beings. 
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